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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Xpucmoc Bockpec! Boicmuny Bockpec!
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O my Saviour, living and unconsumed sacrifice!

As God, you offered yourself willingly to the Father,
And you raised with you the forefather of all, Adam,
Having risen from the tomb.

Ode 6, Paschal Canon

CHRIST 1S RISEN!
Beloved in Christ!

As we celebrate Christ’s Pascha again amid the horrors of a full-scale war, now in its
third year, we enter ever deeper into the great mystery of sacrifice offered by the Lord Jesus for
our salvation. The Son of God, becoming man, gives back to the Father that which is the most
precious—his life! The essence of Pascha’s power, the only thing capable of overcoming vio-
lence, abuse, and death, is revealed to us in the voluntary self-sacrifice of Christ. This is beauti-
fully stated in the anaphora of the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great: “And when He had de-
scended through the Cross into Hades, so that He might fill all things with Himself, He loosed
the pangs of death, and rose on the third day, and paved the way for all flesh by the resurrection
from the dead, for it was not possible for the Prince of life to be mastered by corruption.”

O my Saviour, living and unconsumed sacrifice!

Today, our hearts are filled with the joy of the resurrection of Christ, who emerges in ra-
diance from the grave. The empty tomb reveals to us the fullness of life in the Lord to which
we are called in the joy of God’s children. This joy is given to all who see in the wood of the
cross the door to renewed life in the resurrection. Because Christ, being the living God, out of
great love for us, chose to voluntarily accept suffering, crucifixion, and death, in order to resur-
rect fallen human nature with himself, and to give us eternal life in his resurrection. By uniting
with Christ crucified on the cross, we receive the fruit of his sacrifice in the resurrection from
the dead.

In proclaiming this Paschal Mystery, the Church today also directs us to our forefather
Adam, whom Christ, in his resurrection, frees from the shackles of hell, and reveals to us the
truth—that for humankind life after death really exists! In the person of Adam all humanity is
depicted—peast, present, and future. The risen Christ is the one who gives meaning to the full-
ness of human history, which leads from sin and the fall, slavery and bondage, to repentance,
human history, which leads from sin and the fall, slavery and bondage, to repentance, conver-
sion, liberation, and salvation. In celebrating Christ’s Pascha, today we reach beyond the limits




of our time and space, and enter into the eternity of God. In the Risen Christ, we can boldly say:
“Behold, now is a favourable time, behold
As God, you offered yourself willingly to the Father!

The resurrection of the Son of God demonstrates that his voluntary self-sacrifice is not the
end but a new beginning of life for each of us. Christ’s voluntary death on the cross is terrible,
real, but life-giving, because it is a “living and unconsumed sacrifice.” Indeed, we are not called
to death and nothingness but to life and joy in God. Whoever sacrifices oneself not for the pur-
pose of fulfilling one’s own ambitions, personal goals, or human intentions but gives oneself
voluntarily to the Father—is already risen! In this is found the essence of every true sacrifice—
to give the Creator one’s everything, that is, to return to God that which is God’s because we are
the creation of his hands! That is the meaning of human life itself: we received it as a gift from
God and we are called to return it to him alone! By sacrificing ourselves to the Father, we com-
plete ourselves fully in God’s eternal love. By giving ourselves we do not lose anything, but on
the contrary, we rise together with Christ! That is why we often repeat in our liturgical services:
“let us commend ourselves, and one another, and our whole life to Christ our God.” In the Risen
Christ, the value and purpose of every human self-sacrifice is revealed.

Today, Ukraine is a victim-sacrifice of russia’s criminal war against our people. We of-
ten ask ourselves: is our fight really worth such a high price? Over these past years for what do
we sacrifice that which for us is the most precious: our sons and daughters, brothers and sisters,

fathers and mothers; our cities and villages, our land and everything we possess? For what
purpose do we live and die today? In response to this cry of anguish and tears of Ukraine, today
the Risen Saviour comes forth from the empty tomb as a “living and unconsumed Sacrifice.” It
is He, the Victor, who speaks to us today in the voice of fallen heroes: “We fell so that you may
live! We sacrificed our lives as an offering to God and to you! In our sacrifice the Lord’s Pascha
is proclaimed!” Our victory over the enemy is as certain and inevitable as the day that always
follows the night, as the dawn of that morning when Christ was risen, changing the weeping and
tears of the myrrh-bearers into the peace and joy of every person who today proclaims to the
whole universe: “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to those in
the tombs giving life!”

You raised with you the forefather of all, Adam, having risen from the tomb!

In his resurrection, Christ destroyed death and fear before those who carry it. The Apostle
to the Nations states that it was through the fear of death that the devil held the human race in
his slavery: “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that
is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slav-
ery” (Heb. 2:14-15). The Lord destroyed this fear once and for all, destroyed the power of the
devil, the bearer of death, and that is why we call out to him today: My Saviour!

Today Ukrainians sense that in the third full-scale year of a ten-year war, which, in fact,
has been going on for centuries, the time has come to destroy once and for all, in Europe and the
world, the realm of deathly fear, carried by the insatiable Russian slavemaster and colonizer, to
destroy the rule of those who for centuries kept in this slavery to fear our people and other en-
slaved nations. Today in Ukraine, the one who rains death onto the field of life is losing power.
The power of Christ’s Pascha put an end to the power of the devil, the author of slavery, inso-
lence, falsehood, and violence. Indeed, in Christ we voluntarily give ourselves to the Father as a
living and life-giving sacrifice. Today in the Paschal Victory the pascha of Ukraine is fulfilled.
Today, Christ rises in our struggle against evil, in our efforts, in the flesh and blood of our peo-
ple, in order to raise up humanity of the third millennium and give hope to the world — for in
Ukraine, Christ is Risen!



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! On this radiant day, one of victory of life over death,
good over evil, truth over falsehood, I urge you to abide in the faith, hope, and love that the
Risen Lord brings us. In the joy of the Resurrection, I greet our military heroes, sons and
daughters of Ukraine, who defend us at the frontlines, are ready to sacrifice everything out of
love for their land and their people. We believe in your God-given strength, we revere your re-
sistance to evil, over which we shall inevitably prevail.

I greet all those who have suffered from the war—physically, materially, morally. Let
today’s feast above all feasts, and festival of festivals, be for you a balm in your suffering. In a
special way, I embrace with my paternal love the families of the fallen, expressing my personal
gratitude and the gratitude of all God’s people to you, as you bear in the depths of your heart
the indescribable pain of losing your son or daughter, brother or sister, husband or wife, father
or mother. I embrace the wounded. You carry the seeds of resurrection together with Christ, for
He too carried the wounds of the crucifixion on His hands and feet. May the joy of Pascha pave
the way to your physical and moral healing. To the families of our prisoners and those missing
in action, who are celebrating Easter today in tears, I express my compassion, support and
prayerful closeness. To all those who have been deprived of their homes by the war and ex-
pelled from their hometowns or villages, to all internally displaced persons, and to all those
who found temporary sanctuary outside their homeland, I wish you spiritual comfort and confi-
dence, that where the Risen Lord is, there we are always at home.

I embrace all children, adults and the elderly, men and women—and my wish for you is
that in sharing the Easter basket, you may experience profound joy, God’s mercy and blessings.
I embrace with a fatherly love all the volunteers and workers involved in works of charity, our
clergy, religious, and faithful in Ukraine and throughout the world, and I sincerely wish you all
a blessed Easter feast, a tasty sharing of our traditional blessed egg, and a Paschal joy that is
full of light.

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY, HE IS RISEN!{

SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the Feastday of the Annunciation of the Most Holy Theotokos
March 25, 2024 A.D.
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BEJIUKO/IHE MOCJTAHHSA
BJAKEHHIIIOI'O CBATOCJIABA

BucokonpeocBsillieHHUM i IPeOCBSIIEHHUM BJIAIMKAM,
BCECBITJIIINM, BCEYECHIIIUM i MPenogo0HUM OTUAM,
Npenogo0HNM YeHISIM i YePHULAM, JOPOTUM Y XPHUCTi MUPSIHAM
Ykpaincekoi I'pexko-Karonunskoi Lepksu

Cnace miii, »cuea i He3aKonena yxcepmeo!

Ak boe, Tu cam cebe npunic 0ooposineno Omuyesi,
a 3 cooow eockpecue Tu npaomusn eécix — Aoama,
60CKpeCHy8uiu i3 2pooy.

Ilicnsa 6 kanony Ilacxu

Xpucmoc sockpec!

Hopori B Xpucri!

Cesatkyroun 3H0BY [lacxy XpuCTOBY cepell axiTTs MOBHOMACIITAOHOT BIHHU, SIKA TPH-
Ba€ BXKE TPETIH piK, MU IIOpa3y TIKOIIEe BXOJUMO Y BEJIUKE TalHCTBO JKEPTBH, IpuHeceHoi ['oc-
nonoM Icycom, cnacinHs Hamoro paad. boxxuiit CuH, cTaBIIM JIIOJWHOO, Bignae OTieBl Haii-
1iHHie — cBoe€ XUTTA! CyTh MacxanbHOI CUJIH, SKa €JUHA CIIPOMOXHA JIOJIATH HACHIIBCTBO,
3HYIIAHHA 1 CMEpPTh, 00 ABISETHCS HAM y TOOPOBUIbHINA XpuCTOBIM camonoxepTsi. [IpekpacHo
mpo 11e MoBUTKCS B aHadopi Jlityprii cesaroro Bacumist Benukoro: «l, 3iimoBmuy yepe3 Xpect
710 a1y, 1100 HallOBHUTHU cO000 Bee, BiH po3pimme 00Ji3HI CMEPTHI, 1 BOCKPEC y TPETiH JEHb, i
MyTh MPOCTEIHUB YCAKIN MIOTI BOCKPECIHHAM 3 MEPTBUX, 00 HEMOXIIMBO OyJo0, 00 TIiHHS Je-
pKalio HayallbHUKA JKU3HI.

Cnace miii, scuea i Hezakonena yxncepmeo!

Cporo/iHi Halli ceplisi CIIOBHEHI pajlicTIO BOCKPECIHH XPHCTa, SIKU BUXOIUTh Y CANBI 13
rpody. [TopoxHiii rpid po3kpuBae HaM MOBHOTY KHUTTS JIOAUHU B ['0CTIOAl, O SKOTO [3KUTTH|
MU MOKJIMKaHI B pajgocTi boxxux gitelt. Ll panicTe faHa BCiM, XTO 6a4UTh Y XpEeCHOMY JI€peBi
JIBEp1 /10 OHOBJIEHOTO KHUTTS y BOCKpeciHHI. Ajuke Xpuctoc, Oyayun xuBuM borom, 3 npese-
TuKoi Jr000BI /10 HAC BUPIMIMB JOOPOBIIBHO NMPUHHATU CTPaKJaHHSA, XPECHE pPO3I ATTS 1
CMEPTh, 00 BOCKPECUTH 13 COOOIO BIIAJLy JIFOJCHKY IPUPOJTY Ta y CBOEMY BOCKPECIHHI JlapyBa-
THU HaM XKUTTA BiuHE. €IHAIOUHCH 13 XPUCTOM, PO3I’ ITHM Ha XPECTi, MU oTpuMyemo 1t Moro
KEPTBU Yy BOCKPECIHHI 3 MEPTBHUX.

OcmiByroun 11e macxajabHe TaiHCTBO, LlepkBa ChOroJHI BKa3zye HaM TaKOX Ha HAIIOTO
paoTus Ajama, IKoro XpHucToc y CBOEMY BOCKPECIHHI 3BUIbHAE BiJl KaillaHIB any, Ta BIAKPH-
Ba€ ICTUHY TIPO T€, IO JKUTTSI JIFOJWHHM MICIIsI CMepTi cripaBi icHye! B oco61 Agama 300pakene
BCE JIFOJICTBO — MHHYJIE, cydacHe 1 MaitlOyTHe. Bockpecnuii XpucTtoc —Iie TOH, XTO J1a€ CEHC
MTOBHOTI JIFOJICBKOT iCTOPIi, SIKa BeJie BiJ rpixa 1 majiHHs, paOCTBa 1 MOHEBOJEHHS /10 TTOKAsHHS,
HaBEpHEHHsI, BU3BOJICHHS Ta crmaciHHsA. CBarkyroun [lacxy XpucToBy, MU HUHI BUXOAWUMO 3a
MeXI1 HaIlloTo Yacy Ta MPOCTOpy 1 BXOJUMO Y BiuHICTh boxy. ¥V Xpucti Bockpeciomy MOXeMO
cMiuBO ckazaTh: «Och Terep yac COpUsITIIMBHU, och Tenep — neHb cracinasy (11 Kop. 6, 2).



Ak Boe, Tu cam cebe npunic 00oposinbrno Omyesi...

Bockpecinns Cuna boxoro nmoka3sye, mo Moro caMomnosxepTBa € He KiHI[EM, a HOBHM T10-
YaTKOM JKUTTS KOKHOTO 3 Hac. XpHUCTOBAa JOOPOBIIbHA CMEPTh HA XPECTi CTpaIlHa, JIificHa, ale
JKUBOHOCHA, SIK «CKMBa 1 He3aKoJeHa kepTBay. [lokimmkaHi-00 M He 0 CMEpTi Ta HEOYTTSI, a 10
KUTTS Ta panocTi B bo3i. XTo kepTBye cO0OI0 HE B iM’S 3aJI0BOJICHHS BJIACHUX aMOIMii 4u
JIOJCHKUX 171eH, a Bigmae cede 1o0poBiabHO OTIEBI — TOU y)KE BOCKpecae. Y TOMY K CYTh KOXK-
HOI CIIpaBKHBOI XKEPTBU — BiagaTH TBOpLEBI CBOE Bee, TOOTO Biggatu borosi boxe, 60 Mu x
TBOpiHHA Moro pyk. Y Tomy ii CeHC caMOro JIF0JCHKOr0 XHUTTA: HOro K Jap MU OTPUMAJIH Bijl
bora i1 mume Momy noknukaHi ioro nopepHyTH. XKepTByroun cede OTIeBi, MU BIIOBHI pealizy-
eMo cebe y BiuHil boskecTBeHHIM JFO0OBI: Bijyaroun cede, HiY0ro He BTPA4aEMO, a HaBMaKU —
BOCKpecaeMo pa3oM i3 Xpuctom. OCh 4OMy MU 4acTO MOBTOPKOEMO B HAIIUX OOTOCITYXIHHSIX:
«Cami cebe, 1 OMH OJHOTO, 1 BCE JKHUTTS Halle XpUCTy-borosi BimmaiiMo». Y XpuCTi BOCKpec-
JIOMY BIIKPHBAETHCS IIHHICTH 1 METa KOYKHOT JIFOJICBKOT CaMOIIOKEPTBH.

Croroani Ykpaina € »epTBOIO 3JI0YMHHOI BITHU pOCii MPOTH HAIIOTO Hapoay. Mu dacto
muraemMo cede: yu IificHO BapTa Halla 00opoTh0Oa Takoi Benukoi miHu? B iM’s 4oro Mu BXke KOT-
puii pu( IIO/IHS BiIZIA€EMO HAWIIHHIIIE, [0 MAEMO: HAIIIMX CHHIB 1 JOHBOK, 6paT1B i cecrep, Oa-
TBKIB i MaTepiB, Hallli MicTa i cella, Hallly 3eMJICIO Ta Bee, 110 nocinaemo? B iM’st yoro Ham Bap-
TO KUTHU 1 BMUpatu? Y BIANOBiAb Ha Iel KpHUK 000 1 cimi3 Ykpainu Bockpecnuii CriacuTelnb
HUHI BUXOJUTH 13 TIOPOKHBOTO TPOOY SK «OKMBA 1 He3akoseHa xeptBay. Lle Bin, [lepemorkens,
HUHI TIPOMOBJISIE JIO HAC TOJIOCOM IOJICTJIMX TepoiB: «Mu mosrim, o0 Bu skuiu! Mu mokinanu
CBOE XUTT, 100 atu Horo borosi i Bam! V mamriii xkeptBi — [Tacxa ['ociogus!». Hamra mepe-
MOTa HaJ] BOPOT'OM € TaKOI0 X NIEBHOIO 1 HEMUHYYOIO, K JICHb, 1110 3aBXKIU IMPUXOJIUTh HA 3Mi-
Hy HOYI, SIK CBITaHOK Tepen paHkoM BockpecinHsi XpUCTOBOTO, 10 MEPEMiHUB IJIad 1 CIbO3U
MHUPOHOCHIIF Ha MUD 1 pajlicTh KOKHOI JIFOJMHH, SIKa ChOTOJHI 3Bimiae BceecBiToBi: «Xpucroc
BOCKpEC 13 MEPTBUX, CMEPTIO CMEPTh TOJI0JIaB, 1 THM, 110 B TPo0aXx >KUTTS 1apyBaB!».

<. 3 co0010 80ckpecue Tu npaomuys ecix — Aoama, 60cKpecHysuiu i3 2pooy

VY cBOeMy BOCKpeCiHHI XPUCTOC 3HUIIMB CMEPTH 1 CTpax mepen ii HocisiMu. AMOCTOI Ha-
POMIB CTBEPJIKYE, 110 CAME CTPAXOM MEPE]l CMEPTIO USBOJI TPUMAB Y CBOEMY PaOCTBI JIFO/ICh-
KUH piJ: «A 110 1iTH OynM ydyacHUKaMu Tijla 1 KpoBH, TO ¥ BiH moai6Ho y4yacts y ToMy Opas,
1100 CMEepTIO 3HUIIUTU TOrO, XTO MaB BJaly CMEPTH, TOOTO AMSIBOJA, 1 BU3BOJIUTH THUX, IO 1X
CTpax CMEpTH BCE )KUTTA TpUMaB y paOcTBi» (€Bp. 2, 14-15). I'ocnioap pa3 1 Ha3aBkK AU 3HUILUB
el cTpax, 3pyiiHyBaB BIajy JUsBOJA, HOCIS CMEPTI, 1 TOMy M# Horo Kiau4eMo cboroHi: «Miii
Cnace!».

VYKpaiHlli MaloTh HUHI BIAYYTTS, IO HA TPETHOMY MOBHOMACHITAOHOMY POILIl JECATHIIT-
HbOI BIMHH, IKa HACTIPaBJl TPUBA€E CTOJITTAMHU, HACTaB CIYIIHHUI Yac pa3 1 Ha3aBX /AU 3HUIIUTU
BJaqy cTpaxy €Bpomu i CBITY Hepea cMepTio, IO ii Hece HEHACUTHHUM pOCiChKUI KOJIOHI3a-
TOp, — 3HUILUTH BJIaJy THX, XTO TPUMAaB y paOCTBI IIbOTO CTpaxXy Hall HapoJ Ta iHIII OHEBOJIe-
Hi Hapoau. CroronHi B YKpaiHi BTpadae BIaay TOW, XTO Ci€ MPOCTIp CMEPTI cepell MPOCTopy
xutTa. Cuna [Tacxu XpucroBoi moknana kpait cuii 1usiBojia, aBTopa pabcTBa, 3yxXBaJlocTi, Ope-
XHi ¥ HacwibcTBa. | came Mu B XpucTi Bigaemo cede 106poBiibHO OTIEB] B )KUBY 1 )KUBOHOC-
Hy kepTBY. HuHi B macxanbHiil nepemo3i gosepuryetbes Ilacxa Ykpainu! Xpucroc Bockpecae
B Hamliif 60poTh0i MPOTH 371, y HAIIMX 3yCWILUIAX, Y Til Ta KPOBI HAIIOTO HApOdy, 1100 i3 CO-
0010 BOCKPECHTHU JIIOJIMHY TPETHOTO TUCSYONITTA 1 JapyBaTH Hajil0 CBITOBI — 060 B YKpaiHi
Xpucroc Bockpec!

Hopori B Xpucti Oparts i cectpu! V 1el cBITIMN A€Hb NMEPEMOTH >KUTTS HaJ CMEPTIO,
no0pa Hajl 3JI0M, MTPaBIX HaJ HEMPABIO0 3aKJIMKAI0 Bac BIEBHEHO repeOyBaTu y Bipi, Hajil Ta
m000BI, SIKI HaM MPUHOCUTH Bockpeciuit ['ocons. Y pamocti BockpeciHHs BiTar0 HAIUX BOi-
HIB-T€pOiB, CHHIB 1 IOYOK YKpaiHH, SIK1 3aXUIIAI0Th HaC Ha ()POHTI i TOTOBI1 KEPTBYBATHU YCIM 3
J000B1 10 CBOET 3eMITl Ta piIHOrO Hapoay. Mu Bipumo y Bairy B bo3si cuity, MU IIIHyeMO Ballly



CTIMKICTb IEpe] 37I0M, HaJl SIKUM HEMUHYYE 3100y1eMO IepeMOry.

Bitaro Bcix, XT0 mocTpaxkaas BijJ BitHH — (Di3UyHO, MaTepialibHO, MOpalibHO. Hexait Hu-
HIITHIA Mpa3HUK HaJ IPa3HUKAMH 1 TOPKECTBO BCIX TOPKECTB CIYT'ye 0ajab3aMOM JJIs BaIloro
teprinHa. Oropraio CBOE€K 0aThKIBCHKOIO JIFOOOB IO pOAMHU 3aruoiaux. BUcioBmow BaM 0co-
OUCTY BASYHICTB 1 BISYHICTh BCHOTO bokoro srofy, ajpke B TIMOWHI CEpIis BH BiTUyBaeTe He-
BUMOBHUH OiTb BTPATH CHHA YW JIOHBKH, 6paTa 91 CECTPH, MyKa UM JIPYKHHH, 0aTbka 4M Ma-
tepi. OOiliMato mopaneHnx. Bu HocuTe HACIHHS BOCKPECIHHS pazom 13 Xpuctom, 60 Bin Tex
MaB PaHH PO3IIATTs Ha pykax Ta Horax. Hexaii macxaibma panmicThb IPOCTENIATH BAM JOPOTY 10
(1)13HqH0ro 1 MOPaJIBHOTO 3IUICHHS. Y CIM PIJHAM HAaIIMX MOJOHEHUX 1 3HUKJIUX Oe3BICTH, SKi
CBOTOJIHI B CITh0O3aX CBATKYIOTb ITacxy, BUsBIISIO CBOIO yBary, ru):[TpHMKy 1 MOJIUTOBHY OJIHM3b-
KicTh. Y CiM, KOTO BiliHa 11030aBHJia JOMIBKM Ta BUTHAJA 3 PIAHOTO MICTa YU CeJa, BHYTPIIIHBO
MEPEeMIIIEHUM 0c00aM 1 THM, XTO 3HAWIIIOB THMYACOBHH MPUTYJIOK Mo3a baThKiBIIMHOO, Oa-
JKaro JYXOBHOT pO3pajiy Ta BIEBHEHOCTI, IO /1€ BOCKpechuii I 'ocnois, TaM MU 3aBXKIH BAOMA.

OO6iitmaro Beix: JiTeH, TOPOCIUX 1 MOXWIMX BIKOM, YOJIOBIKIB 1 )KIHOK—I 3U4y Bam, 1100,
JUTSIYUCh CBSYCHUM HAIIOTO BEJIMKOJIHBOTO KOIIUKA, BH BIIUYIH MIHOOKY pamicTh, boxy Mu-
JicTh 1 OnmarocioBeHHs. BolloHTepiB 1 MpaliBHUKIB HAIMMX OJIATOAIMHUX OpraHi3aiiii, Hamie
JyXOBEHCTBO, HAIIUX OOTOMOCBSYEHUX OCIO 1 MHUpSH B YKpaiHi Ta Ha MOCENEHHSIX OropTaro
OaThKiBChbKOI TH000B’10. [llupo Oakaro Bam 0OJy1arocioBeHHHMX BeNHWKOIHIX CBSAT, CMadyHOTO
CBSIYCHOTO SIHIISI Ta CBITJIOl MacXanbHOI pagocTi!

bnarogate Bockpecnoro ['ocioga Hamoro Icyca Xpucra, mo6os bora Otus 1 mpuyacTs
Csasroro Jlyxa Hexail OynyTs 3 ycima Bamu!

Xpucmoc eockpec! Boicmuny eockpec!

+ CBATOCJIAB

Jlano B Kuesi,
npu [larpiapmomy cobopi Bockpecinus Xpucrosoro,
y nenb brarosimenss [IpecBsaroi boropoauiii,
25 6epesns 2024 poxy boxoro
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METROPOLIA OF PHILADELPHIA
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES

GREAT FAST PASTORAL LETTER OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC
HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A. TO OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND
BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS AND
BELOVED FAITHFUL

“Did not our hearts burn within us
as he talked to us on the road and
explained the scriptures to us?”
-Luke 24:32

The scene of Cleopas and his companion hurrying to Emmaus following the crucifixion
and death of Jesus is one of the most evocative in all of Holy Scripture. In a vain attempt to for-
get everything they had witnessed in the last few days, the pair had attempted to put as much
physical distance as possible between themselves and the horrific events in Jerusalem.

Doubtless, many emotions were coursing through their hearts as they walked that lonely
road: confusion, fear, sorrow, but above all, hopelessness and despair. All their aspirations and
desires for the future had been dashed with the death of Jesus. There was nothing left to hope
for.

The hopelessness and despair experienced by Cleopas and his companion are not
strangers to us who live two thousand years later. People of every generation have been afflict-
ed by these same emotions. Today’s information and consumer driven lifestyle exacerbate them
even more. In fact, psychologists have called the“malaise of hopelessness” the most pervasive
illness of modern humanity.

We stumble into the abyss of hopelessness for many reasons: when we fail at endeavors
we undertake, when we feel excluded or isolated from others, when we are constrained by ill-
ness or the circumstances of life, when we feel helpless to control our own destiny, and espe-
cially, when we fall continually into sin.

For Ukrainians, the feelings of hopelessness have been intensified by the ravages of the
Russian invasion of our homeland. After living through two years of death and destruction,
there seems to be no light at the end of the tunnel. When will it all end? How much more suffer-
ing are we called to endure?

Cleopas and his companion provide an answer to all of us who suffer from hopelessness
and despair, no matter what form they take. And that answer is Christ Resurrected!

The Resurrected Christ meets them on the road in the midst of the darkness of their des-
pair and, as they walk, he speaks to them and begins to shed light into the darkness. Later, in
Emmaus, at the breaking of the bread, their transformation is complete. Their lives are radically
changed. Jesus offers them His Body, andwith it, the light of hope and a bright and certain path
to the future.

All their doubts, their pain, their sorrow, their fear, melt like morning dew in the sun. So
much so, that after He disappears from their sight they exclaim to one another: “Did not our
hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?”



And with renewed courage and determination to face the future they return to Jerusalem to
give witness to the Risen Christ.

Dearly beloved in Christ! Today, the Resurrected Christ meets each one of us as well,
just as He met Cleopas and his companion, and He walks with us on the road of our lives just
as He walked with them. He meets us wherever we are, under whatever circumstances we
find ourselves. He meets us in the proclamation of the Word of His Holy Gospel. And He
comes to us in His Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist, which He offers to us during the
celebration of every Divine Liturgy. Jesus transforms our lives just as He transformed the
lives of Cleopas and his companion on the road to Emmaus.

With His glorious Resurrection from the darkness of the grave and eternal death, Jesus
gifts us with renewed hope in eternal life, and light for the road that lies ahead of us. He gives
us the confidence and courage to overcome any challenges we are called to face in our lives.
AndHe promises to walk with us, just as he walked with Cleopas and his companion, and to
never abandon us, wherever our road may lead.

May the hope and light of our Resurrected Lord be upon all of you and upon our long-
suffering homeland of Ukraine during this Paschal season and always!

CHRIST 1S RISEN!
INDEED HE 1S RISEN!

+Borys Gudziak
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM (author)
Eparch of Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+Bohdan J. Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma
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MNACTUPCBHKE IOCJIAHHSA 1EPAPXIB YKPATHCBKOI KATO-
JUIBKOI HEPKBU B CHOJTYYEHUX ILITATAX AMEPUKHU HA BE-
JUKWHI IICT BCEYECHIIIOMY OYXOBEHCTBY, IPEIIOJIOBHO-

MY MOHAHIECTBY, CEMIHAPUCTAM,
HAIIUM JOPOI'MM BIPHUM

«Yu He mayiano Haue cepue B Hac y
IpyasiX, KOJIM BiH POMOBIISB J0 HAC

y I0po3i Ta BUsICHIOBaB HaM [Tucanusa?»
-Jlyka 24:32

Cuena, ko Kiteona Ta #oro ToBapuI mocminiawTs 10 EMaycy micist po3m’ aTTs Ta
cmepTi Icyca, € ogHiero 3 HaltsickpaBimux y kHu3i Cesitroro [Iucema. Pobmstan MmapHi cripobu
3a0yTH BCe T€, CBIIKAMH YOT'O BOHU OYJIH MTPOTSATOM OCTAHHIX KiJIbKOX JHIB, IIi IBOE IMTOAOPOXK-
HIX HaMarajiucs skoMora aaii (Gi3u4HO BIAIMTH BiJ )KaxJIMBHUX NOJIH y €pycamumi.

Manapyrouu UM CaMOTHIM HUIIXOM, 0€3CyMHIBHO, 1XHi CepLIst ePeTIOBHIOBAIIH TaKi
eMol1lii, IK po3rybIeHicTh, CTpax, CMYTOK, Ta, FOJIOBHO, O€3Hais 1 Bia4ai. Yci ixHi CriogiBaHHs
Ta MParHeHHs Ha Kpalle MaiOyTHe Oy p036I/IT1 uepes cMepTh Icyca. Im Bxe He Gyno Ha 110
CIIOIBATHUCE.

besnanis ta Biguai, siki nepexwnu Kieomna ta Horo cynmyTHHK, HE 9yXi HaAM yCiM, sIKi
KUBEMO JIBI TUCSYl POKiB Mi3HimIe. KoxkHe mokoaiHHS nepexuBaio Ti cami emorii. CydacHa
iH(pOpMaIllig Ta CIIOKUBAILKUN CTHIIb KUTTSI 3aTOCTPIOIOTH iX 1€ Oinbiie. akTUYHO, ICUXO-
JIOTH Ha3BaJIM «HEAYTry Oe3HalIHHOCTI» HAMMOIMNPEHIIO HEAYTO0 CYy4acHOI0 JII0JICTBA.

Mu HamtoBXyemocs: Ha 6€30/HIO Big4aro 3 6araTbOX MPUYHH, a came, TOJ1, KOJIU 3a-
3HAEMO HEBJIA4l y CBOIX MOYMHAHHSX, KOJIA TOYYBAEMOCS BIIUY>KCHUMH YH 130JIbOBAHUMHU Bi]T
IHIIMX, KOJIM HAaC CKOBYE XBOpOOa UM )KUTTEBI OOCTAaBUHU, KOJIU MIOYYBA€EMOCS O0€3MOpaHUMU,
11100 KOHTPOJTIOBATH BIIACHY JIOJIIO, @ OCOOJIMBO, KOJIU MU TIOCTIMHO MOMTOBHIOEMO TPIX.

[TouyTTs Ge3mopaHOCTI TOCTpillle BIUyBalOTh YKpaiHIll uepe3 pyiHiBHI Aii pociiicbko-
ro BTOPTHEHHsI Ha Hally O0aThKiBIIUHY. [lepexxuBatoun Bxke J1Ba pOKH CMEPTh Ta pyHHYBaHHS,
3JIa€ThCS, HEMAE CBITNA y KiHLI TyHenmto. Konu 1e Bee 3akiHunThes? CKUIBKH CTpaX/1aHb HaM
JIOBEJIETHCS 111€ IEPEKUTH?

Kreomna ta #fioro cynyTHUK Jar0Th BIAMNOBI/Ib HAM YCIM, SIKI CTPA’KIA€MO B1J] p13HOTO
poay 6e3naii Ta Biguato. I miero Bignmosiaao € Bockpecnuit Xpucroc!

Bockpecimii Xprcroc 3ycTpidac ix B J0posi cepest TeMpsIBH IXHBOTO PO34apyBaHH i,
KOJIM BOHU KPOKYIOTb, BIH IPOMOBJISIE JI0 HUX 1 TOYMHAE MIPOJIMBATH CBITJIO HA II0 TEMPSBY.
3ronom, B EMmayci, mij yac 1amaHHs x1i6a y HUX BiIOyBaeThCs MepeMiHa. IXHe KUTTs Kapu-
HaJIbHO 3MiHIO€ThCs. Icyc nae im CBoe Tio, a pa3oM 3 HUM CBITJIO HaJii Ta CBITIY i MEBHY J10-
pory B MailOyTHE.

VYci ixHi CyMHIBH, IXHI} O1J1b, IXHIM CMYTOK, iXHIl cTpax TaHYTh, IK paHKOBa poca Ha
COHIIi, HACTUIBKH, IO TICIs TOTO, sIK BiH 3HUKAE 3 IXHIX 04€il, BOHU BUTYKYIOTh OJTHE JI0 OJTHO-
ro: “Uum He mayano Haie cepiie B HaC y TPY/IAX, KOJH BiH IPOMOBIISIB /IO HAC Y AOPO31 Ta BUSC-



HioBaB HaM [Tucanna?” CroBHEHI PilllydOCTI Ta MYXHOCTI Ha 3yCTpid i3 MalOyTHIM, BOHH I10-
BEpTAIOThCS 10 €pycanumy, mob cBigquuT npo Bockpecioro Xpucra.

Hopori y Xpucti! Crorogni Bockpecnuii XpucToc 3ycTpiyae TakoX KOKHOTO 3 HAC, K
3ycTpivaB Kieomy Ta fioro cymyTHHKa, 1 CYIPOBOJKYE HAC Y HAIIIIM )KUTTEBIM 10PO3i, MOII0HO
SK ITUX JIBOX y4HiB. BiH 3ycTpiuae Hac Bcroau, e 6 MU He Oy, He3aJIC)KHO BiJl 00CTaBUH Y
SKUX MU O He onuHWIKCSA. BiH 3ycTpivyae Hac y nporosomenHi CioBa CBoro Cesroro €BaH-
remis. Bin npuxoauts 10 Hac y CBoemy Tim ta KpoBi y IpecBsriit €BxapucTii mig yac KOXHOT
boxectBennoi JliTyprii. Icyc 3MiHIOE HaIlle )KUTTS Tak camo, sk Bin 3minuB xutTsa Kieonu ta
foro cymyTHUKa Ha XY 10 Emaycy.

UYepes cBoe cnaBHe BockpecinHs i3 TeMpsiBU rpody Ta BiuHOI cMepTi, Icyc napye Ham
HOBY HAQJIIF0 Ha BIYHE )KHUTTS Ta CBITJIO, sIKe O OCBITIIFOBAJIO HAIIl TOMANBINNN NUIsX. BiH mapye
HaM BIIEBHEHICTh Ta MY)KHICTh J10JIaTH OY/Ab-AK1 )KUTTEBI BUKIIMKH. BiH 3aneBHs€ HAC, 10 HTHME
3 HaMH, MOI0HO K 3 Kiteonoro Ta iHIIMM yuHeM, 1 HIKOJIM HAc He 3aIUIINTh, KyId O He Bena
HAC Hallla JIopora.

Hexaii nanis i cBiTs10 Bockpeciioro I'ocniona 0ye 3 ycima BaMu Ta 3 HALIOKO 0araTocTpaK-
AaabHO0 barbkiBIIMHOW YKpaiHOIO y 1eil nacxajabHMii yac i 3aBxkau!

Xpucroc Bockprec!
Boictuny BockPEC!

+Bucoxonpeocssuennuti Bopuc Iyo3ax
Murpononut Ykpaincbkoi Katonuupskoi Lepksu y CLITA
Apxuenuckon Dinanenshidcbkuii st Y KpaiHIliB

+IIpeoceawennuu Ilasno Xomnuywvxuii, 4CBB
€nuckon Cremdpopacekoi enapxii

+IIpeocesawennuil Beneouxm Anexcitiuyx
€nuckon Yukasbkoi enapxii cBaroro Mukosnas

+IIpeoceawennuii Boeoan Jlanuno (asmop)
€nuckon ITapmcrkoi enapxii cestoro Mocadgara

Besnkuii Ilict 2024 p. b.




