CBATA 0J1bI A KUIBCbKA NOKPOBUTE/ILKA BLIB CUPIT TA HOBOHABEPHEHMX XPUCTUAH

MuHyOro poKy MU 1MoOaymiIi BEJMKY KUIBKICTh BiJieo, Ha SIKMX YKpaiHLi Ta iXHil mpe3u-

JICHT KUJIAIOTh BUKJIMK HATHUCKY POCIHCHKOi arpecii. Koro He MOTJIo 3BOPYIINTH BifIe0, HA SIKOMY

YKpaiHKa MPOTUCTOITh 030pOEHOMY COJIIaTy B 00T OpTax, HAKA3yIOUH HOMY TOKJIACTH HACIHHSA
COHSIIHUKY B KHIIEHI, 00 TaMm, Je BiH MOMpPE, POCIIH X0UY COHSITHUKY.

A0o repoiuni cendi npe3ueHTa 3eIeHCHKOro 3 KHIBChKOI IIEPeI0BOi, SIKi HATUXal0Th Ja-
JIEKO HE TITLKH Cepe/l CIIBBITYM3HUKIB?

VYkpaiHIli 3BUKIIN IO HETapas/iB i MAIOTh OCOOMBUI CepeIHBOBIUHUIA B3ipellb, SIKH
yoco0t0€ IXHI0 X0poOpicTh niepe ] muieM TpynHomiB. Y 1240 pori MOHTOJIbChKa Opia 3HUIIKIIA
Moruiy csatoi Onbru B Kuesi, ane HemomaBao y 2010 polti TyT OCBATHIIM YKPaTHCHKHUI MPpaBo-
CJIaBHUH c000p, MPUCBAYCHUH il

Cssita Onpra KuiBcrka, apyxuna kHs13s [rops, JIPYroro MpaBUTeLs III/IHaCTll P}OpI/IKO—
BHYIB, CHOTO/HI BU3HAHA OJHI€IO 3 HANOLTBIINX CBATHX CXiTHOrO npaBocyias’st. XKopcroka it rop-
Jla KIHKa, sIKa 3aXHCTHIIA CBOTO MaJICHFKOTO CHHA Ta TIOMCTHIIACS 32 CMEPTh YO0JIOBiKa, BOHA OyIa
BHPINIAJIHHOIO TIOCTATTIO B KOHCOJIIAIIT cepeTHhOBIYHOTO KopomiBcTBa KuiBebkoi Pyci sik
MOJIITUYHOTO YTBOPEHHS Ta B HABEPHEHHI 11 HAPOMIB 10 XPUCTHIHCTBA.

Bnaxenna Onpra Hapoawiacs B poanHi BikiHriB y [1ckoBi, HuHI niBHiYHA Pocis, mpubnm3Ho Ha pyodexi X
cTONITTA. BoHa Buiinia 3aMixk 3a MOJIOIOTO KH:3s Irops, 1 i, MaOyTh, Oymo nuie 20, KoM APEBIISIHU, CYCITHE TIJIEM 'S, TI0-
BCTQJIA TIPOTH HOTO TIPaBIIiHHA 1 BOWIM HoroO.

Bizanrilicekui nitomucels JleB JIMIKOH HABOAUTH KAXJIMBI TOAPOOUIT BOUBCTBA Iropsi: HOoro nmpuB’s3aiu 10 JBOX
MTOTHYTHX JIEPEB, SKi TMOTIM BUIITYCTHIIH, 1 TUIO PO3KOJIONH HaBITiI. Po3moBins JleBa, MOXIMBO, Oyiia mpHKpalieHa (aHTHIHHHA
ictopuk Jliomop CHImTiichKAN HACTIpaB/Ii PO3IOBiTae MOAiOHy iCTOPiI0), ae cMepTh [rops Bce 0JTHO 3aIUINMIIa HOTo JAPYKH-
HY Ta TPUPIYHOTO CHHA CAMOTHIMHU Ta MOTEHLIHHO Oe3MOpaJHUMH B 0COOIUBO HEOE3MEYHOMY Ta JKOPCTOKOMY KyTOUKY Ce-
PEIHBOBIYHOTO CBITY.

Jlerenna npo 6naxkeHny Onbry HapoauiIacs 3 i TisiHb IPOTITOM HACTYITHUX THOKHIB 1 MiCAIIB. JIpeBIISTHN TPUCITAIH 10
Hel eMicapiB, 100 3aNpONOHYBATH i BUHTH 3aMiX 3a iX BOXKAs KHs3s Mana. IlouarkoBuit sitonuc, pykonuc 11-ro cTomirrs,
SKHU € HAIlTIM OCHOBHUM JKEPEJIOM IS ITOJAIBIIOr0, TOBOPUTH, 0 cBsTa OJbra BiTana ix He IpaBAUBO , OYEBUIHO, 00
BHUTPATH 4Aac.

OO6:mikoBHUit 3anUC MOKe OYTH YaCTKOBO BUT'aJJaHUM a00 NMpHHANMHI IepeOinblIeHuM. AJie CyTh HE B LIbOMY: y Ce-
peaHBOBIYHHX Oiorpadisx HalOUIbIIE 3HAUCHHS Ma€e MOPaJIh OMOBIII.

«Barma poro3uiris MeHi MpUEMHAY, - CKazaja CBOIM CITIBpo3MOBHHUKaM cBsita Oubra. «Crpasi, Miid 4OJIOBIK HE MOXE BOC-
KPECHYTH 3 MEpTBUX. AJle sl X0uy BIIaHYBaTH Bac 3aBTpa B IPUCYTHOCTI Moro Hapoxy. IloBepraiiTecs 10 cBOro uoBHa i 3a-
JMIIAHTECS TaM, a 3aBTpa S TOILIIO 32 BaMI». 3ap0o3yMila JpeBIISHChKa JIeJIeralis paJiCHO MOBipuia il Ha c10BO. Ajle BOHH
He 3HaJIH, 1[0 BOHA PO3IIOPSANIACS BUPUTH TPAHIICIO, Y AIKY BOHH Ta iXHI YOBEH MEPEKUHYIHNCS. X 3aKOIaiy )KUBIEM.

Casita Onbra CKIIMKaja Apyre JPeBISHChKE MOCOIBCTBO A0 TOTO, SIK PElITa IUIEMEH] BCTHIIIA Ai3HATUCS TIPO JIOITFO
nepmoro. Konu BoHu nprOyiu, BOHa HaKa3ajla CBOIM JIFOJIIM Harpity iM 6anro. Tomi ApeBJIssHU YBIWNUIK B OaHIO, ajie CBsITa
Ospra Haka3aja 3a4MHUTH JBEPI 1 MAMATATH OYaiBIIO.

Jns tpetsoi posmnaTtu 6naxkenHa Onbra milia Ha Miciie, e APEBISIHA BOWIIH 11 4OJIOBiKa, CKa3aBIlU MPUCYTHIM, IO

Oakae BIaIITYyBaTH Horo moMuHKH. OMHOTO pa3y APEBITHH Oy IT'sTHI Ta HEIi€3IaTHI, BOHA HaKa3ajia CBOIM JIIOSM yOUTH
ix. HapemTi BoHa B3s1a B 00J10Ty 0a3y ApeBisH B IckopocTeHi (cydacHe ykpaiHcbke MicTo KopocTeHs).

BoHa 00xypriTa MeIIKaHIIiB MiCTa MPOIO3UIIEI0 MUPY: M TOTPIOHO OYJI0 BiJUIaTH JIMIIIE TIO TPU TOJIYOH Ta MO TPH
ropoOI11i 3 KOXKHOTO OyAMHKY. AJie, Koy O6naxkeHHa OJbra Maia nraxis, BOHa 3Bellija CBOIM JIIOSIM MPHB’ A3aTH J0 HIT KOX-
HOT'O TTaxa cipuaHy TKaHUHY. lITaxu moneTinu Ha HiY y cBOi I'Hi31a, a cipka miananuna Bei Oyaisni. Toxi 6naxenna Onbra
Hakasaja CBOIM BOiHAM JIOBHTH BCiX, XTO BTIKa€ 3 MAAal04Oro MicTa, mo0 iX 3HAIMTH abo 3abpatu B paObCTBO. Ti momcra 3a

CMEpTh YOJIOBiKa HapeIlTi 3aBepIIHIacs.

Braxxenna Onpra mpoxmiia me 25 pokis, mepedyBarouu B CTONHII cBoro cuHa B Kuesi. Bona 3irpana BaxximBy poib
y TOMY, 1100 TIepeKOHATH HOTO HE 3aTUIIATH YKPATHCHKI 3eMJTi 3apaiil «KpamuX MepCreKTHRY Aalli Ha MiBJIeHb, Ha Oepe3i
Nynato. Ii onyk, Bonoaumup Bemukwii (61. 958-1015), IOTiM po3mmpHB KOPOTIBCTBO JI0 TOTO, IITO 3apa3 BBAKAECTHCS TIEp-
muM Pociicbka iMmiepis (ssky Bonogumup [TyTiH 3apa3 po3risaae sk ONEPETHHUINIO IMITEPCHKOT POCIHCHKOT IepikaBH).
Bononumupa Takox BU3HAIOTh CBSITUM 3a HOT0 POJIb Y 3aBEPILCHHI XPUCTHIHI3AIII, po3noyaToi cBATor0 OJbrolo.

Histaas cBaToi OIBIY MOBUHHI CHOTOIHI HAC TPOXH ITOPaIyBaTH: CyJaCHHH CBIT AiMiCHO HE MOBUHEH OyTH MicIieM
TaKOTO KpOoBOMPOJIUTTA. OCh YOMY panToBe IHpoOKoMacITadHe BTOprHeHHs Pocii B MUpHY KpaiHy BUTJISIa€ TAKUM IIOKYIO-
YHM.

I Bce * mam’aTh OstaskeHHOT cBATOT ONBI'M MOKE CTaTH BaXKJITMBUM LEHTPOM /s YKPATHCHKOT pimrydo-
cti. IlpaBocnaBna Ta I'peko-Katonmupka LlepkBr BU3HAIOTH 11 3 OYECHNM 1 HaA3BHYaitHUM THTYIOM «lcamocromocy:
PiBHoamocTopHa. BoHa Ta cBsiTuii mokposutens Kuesa, cBatuit Apxanresn Muxain, 3aIUmaoTbCs KITIOUOBUMHE (plrypaMH
3aCTYMHUITBA CEPE]l THX, XTO notpe0ye po3paau B TOJMHY HaiO1IbIIOT MoTpedn. XpHUCTHAHCHKA Blpa OnaxxeHHOI CBATOT
Outbry, IpUHHATA i1 9ac Bi3UTy 10 BizaHTii, MOXe MATpUMyBaTH IHIINX 3apa3 TaK caMo, K BOHA MiATpuMyBaa ii micms i

BJIACHHUX CTpaXIaHb. Maiins [larrenien
Crapiunii HayKOBHH CITIBPOOITHHK
[HCTHTYT penirii Ta KpUTUYHUX TOCIIHKEHD
ABcTpaniichKni KaTOMNIBKAH yHIBEpPCUTET



ST 0LGA OF KYIV IS THE PATRONESS OF WIDOWS, ORPHANS AND NEWLY CONVERTED CHRISTIANS

In the past year we have seen a large number of videos showing Ukrainians and their President
defying an onslaught of Russian aggression. Who could not be moved by the video of a Ukraini-
an woman confronting an armed jackbooted soldier, telling him to put sunflower seeds in his
pockets so at least sunflowers will grow where he would die.

Or President Zelenskyy’s heroic selfies from Kyiv’s front line, which inspire far more widely
than just among his countrymen?

Ukrainians are used to adversity and they have a special medieval role model who per-
sonifies their bravery in the face of hardship. The Mongol horde destroyed the Blessed St.
Olga’s tomb in Kyiv in 1240, but a Ukrainian Orthodox cathedral dedicated to her was conse-
crated there as recently as 2010.

Blessed St. Olga of Kyiv, consort of Prince Igor, second ruler of the Rurikid dynasty, is
# today recognized as one of Eastern Orthodoxy’s greatest saints. A fierce and proud woman who
J protected her young son and avenged her husband’s death, she was a crucial figure in the consol-
idation of the medieval kingdom of Kyivan Rus’ as a political entity and in its peoples’ conver-
sion to Christianity.

Blessed St. Olga was born to Viking parents in Pskov, now northern Russia, around the turn of the 10th century. She
married young Prince Igor and may have been only 20 when the Drevlians, a neighboring tribe, rose up against his rule and
murdered him.

The Byzantine chronicler Leo the Deacon gives gruesome details of Igor’s killing: he was tied to two bent
trees, which were then released so his body was split in two. Leo’s account may have been embellished (the ancient histori-
an Diodorus of Sicily in fact tells a similar tale), but Igor’s death still left his wife and three-year-old son alone and potentially
helpless in a particularly dangerous and brutal corner of the medieval world.

Blessed St. Olga’s legend was born of her actions in the weeks and months that followed. The Drevlians sent
her emissaries to suggest she marry their leader Prince Mal. The Primary Chronicle, an 11th-century manuscript which is our
main source for what follows, records Blessed St. Olga as greeting them deceptively, apparently to bide for time.

The account may be part-fictitious or at least exaggerated. Yet that is not the point: in medieval biographies it is the
morality of the tale that matters most.

“Your proposal is pleasing to me”, Blessed St. Olga told her interlocutors. “Indeed, my husband cannot rise again
from the dead. But I desire to honor you tomorrow in the presence of my people. Return now to your boat, and remain there
and I shall send for you on the morrow.” The arrogant Drevlian delegation took her at her word gleefully. But what they did
not know was that she had arranged for a trench to be dug into which they and their boat capsized. They were buried alive.

Blessed St. Olga summoned a second Drevlian embassy before the rest of the tribe had had time to learn of the first
one’s fate. When they arrived, she commanded her people to draw a bath for them. The Drevlians then entered the bathhouse
but Blessed St. Olga ordered the doors to be bolted and set the building ablaze.

For a third reprisal, Blessed St. Olga went to the place where the Drevlians had killed her husband, telling those pre-
sent she wished to hold a funeral feast to commemorate him. Once the Drevlians were drunk and incapacitated she had her
men massacre them. Finally, she laid siege to the Drevlians’ base at Iskorosten (the modern-day Ukraine city of Korosten).

She tricked those inside the city with an offer of peace: all they had to give up were three pigeons and three sparrows
from each house. But, when Blessed St. Olga had the birds in her possession, she had her men tie a sulphureous cloth to each
birds’ legs. The birds flew back to their nests for the night and the Sulphur set every building on fire. Blessed St Olga then
ordered her soldiers to catch everyone who fled the burning city so they could be eliminated or taken into slavery. Her re-
venge for her husband’s death was at last complete.

Blessed St. Olga lived a further 25 years, residing in her son’s capital of Kyiv. She was instrumental in persuading
him not to abandon the Ukrainian lands for "better prospects” further south on the Danube’s bank. Her grandson, Volodymyr
the Great (c.958-1015), then expanded the kingdom into what is now seen as the first Rus empire. (which Vladimir Putin now
views as the forerunner of the imperial Russian state).

St Volodymyr too is acknowledged as a saint for his role in completing the Christianization St Olga had started. St
Olga’s ventures ought to grate with us a bit today: the modern world really shouldn’t be a site of such bloodshed. That is why
Russia’s sudden large-scale invasion into a peaceful country strikes us as so shocking.

Yet, Blessed St. Olga’s memory can clearly provide an important focal point for Ukrainian resolve. The Eastern Or-
thodox and Greek Catholic Churches recognize her with the venerable and extraordinary title “Isapdstolos”: Equal to the
Apostles. She and Kyiv’s patron saint, St. Michael the Archangel, remain key figures of intercession among those who need
comfort in an hour of greatest need. Blessed St. Olga’s Christian faith, adopted during a visit to Byzantium, can sustain oth-
ers now just as it sustained her after her own tribulations.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L17Bi7zBJHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeTqmNnHhvY
https://www.worldhistory.org/Kievan_Rus/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pskov-Russia
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/diodorus/
https://www.mgh-bibliothek.de/dokumente/a/a011458.pdf
http://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/display.asp?linkpath=pages%5CK%5CO%5CKorosten.htm
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=308
https://theconversation.com/profiles/miles-pattenden-1211103

