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AiBa AHECH MPEICTOTHOrO POAHTHL i 3EMAA BEPTEN HEMPHCTYTTHOMY
MPHHOCHTH. AHIEAH 3 MACTHPAMH CAABOCAORAATH, & BOAXBH 30 3Bi3A0H0 Mo-
AOPOXKYHOTh, BO PAAH HAC POAHAOCA AHTA MAAE — NPERiMHHUEA Bor.

Kornpak, Tiac 3

Today the Virgin gives hirth to the Transcendent One, And the earth
offers a cave to the Unapproachable One! Angels with shepherds glorify
Him! The wise men journey with a star! Since for our sake the €ternal

God was bhorn as a Little Ghild!
Kontakion, tone 3
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Bux. BA 21/354 ENG OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men (Lk 2:14)

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!

Today we share with you a great joy that was first received and shared by nameless shepherds of Bethlehem, who outdoors in
an open field watched over their flock in the middle of the night. As described by the evangelist Luke, when an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, at first, they were filled with fear. But the angel spoke to them: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:10
-11). And then, when the shepherds heard the angelic choirs sing, “Glory to God in the highest,” they said to one another: “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us” (Lk 2: 15). And they went, they
found Mary and Joseph with the Child, and, having given them due reverence, went out and told others about Jesus.

The good news of Christmas is a feast of trust—not only of trust shared among us, human beings, but, above all, of God’s trust
in humankind. We often speak of our faith in God, but rarely do we make note of God’s good will towards us, His faith and trust in
us. The Lord entrusted the first good news about the birth of the Divine Child to simple shepherds, and then He shared the Good
News of the Gospel with the myrrh-bearing women, with fishermen and tax-collectors—with simple and largely unknown people.

In Christ’s Nativity, the Heavenly Father entrusts His Only-begotten Son to humanity, and God becomes man! The angelic
choir proclaiming “peace on earth to men of good will” speaks to the fact that God sees man as worthy of his trust and favour, pref-
erence and good will (which is how we literally translate the Greek term, eudokia). He sees us as good and believes in us. He sees us
not only as we are today, with all our weaknesses and sinfulness, our poverty and perplexity. The Son of God sees in us His Image.
In His incarnation, He takes on our human nature and teaches us to see Him, the Saviour of the world, in a small child. Seeing us as
people of His good will, He sees us as those who we can become by the power of His grace just as loving parents see in their child a
talented future writer or artist, a good mother or tender and responsible father, the leader of a people or their mighty protector.

In this Christmas mystery, the figure of the Theotokos personifies the trust that we humans should foster towards our Creator
and Saviour, in response to God’s trust in us. The Mother of God, who holds in her arms the tiny Jesus in a cold stable, teaches us
that we can and must trust God and our neighbour, since the Lord loved us first and entrusted Himself to us. In receiving the word of
the archangel, she gives God space in her own body, gives Him her humanity—her human nature. Then St. Joseph, the guardian of
Jesus and His Mother, having learned that Mary is pregnant, at first thinks of quietly releasing her. But, when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit” (Mt 1:20), he believed, entrusted himself to God, and did everything as the angel commanded, justifying the
Lord’s trust in him.

We live in a world where trust is not merely wounded, but under constant attack. A great crisis of trust is felt in different
spheres of social and even church life. Through new communication technologies, the manipulation of truth, which has always exist-
ed throughout human history, today is carried with lightning speed all over the globe. We no longer know what to believe and whom
to trust. Our understanding is permeated with the conviction that in the world there is no truth and no justice, and that at every step
there is only deception, falsehood, and duplicity.

This dramatic situation is illustrated in the icon of the Nativity. The evil spirit, depicted in the form of an elderly man dressed
in sheepskin, tempts Joseph, seeking to give rise to doubt in him regarding the Child and His Mother. This should surprise no one,
for the devil, as the father of lies (see Jn 8:44) at every step seeks to sow mistrust and doubt regarding God’s good will towards us,
and fosters interpersonal conflict at all levels, in personal, family, and community life.

The current pandemic has further increased this crisis of trust. Given that the virus hides inside a person, the other for me be-
comes a potential source of illness, and even death. This introduces into human relations elements of suspicion, fear, and escape.

Our attitude towards social and government institutions is also marked by mistrust. Various conspiracy allegations regarding
the safety of the coronavirus vaccine augment a mistrust of authority, that is already prevalent in our society, and bring out in our
fellow citizens even greater confusion and fear for the future. People don’t believe the government and other institutions called to
care for the common good and for social health services, as is their responsibility. Possibly, because of the history of the 20th centu-
ry, post-Soviet societies have a greater tendency, than do other parts of the world, to disbelieve government institutions, and thus
easily become susceptible to all sorts of manipulation and propaganda. Similarly, in the politically polarized countries of the Western
world, the spreading of fear and mistrust is also utilized as an instrument of political warfare. However, it is important to remember
that when we adopt a principle of “I don’t believe anyone,” we always play into someone else’s hands, someone exploits our disap-
pointment for their own purposes. Mistrust destroys human relations at all levels. Mistrust destroys the family, society, a people, and
nation!
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In response to our present-day temptations regarding mistrust, the Lord Himself comes in order to reveal the truth and em-
brace us with His trust. On the vigil of the Nativity, we sing: “You have shone forth from a Virgin, O Christ, rational Sun of Right-
eousness. And a star showed You, Whom nothing can contain, contained in a cave. You led Magi to worship You and along with
them we magnify You: Glory to You, O Giver of Life” (Vespers Troparion). To celebrate Christ’s Nativity is to trust the Divine
Child who conquers death and, by accepting human life, brings the gift of His Divine Life. Christmas is not some devotional tale
but a unique event in history, which bears witness to the Lord’s trust in humankind. God believes in His creation. He believes in us
more than we believe in ourselves.

Through faith in God, in His birth among us, let us restore our trust in a humanity that searches for Him! Let us be people of
God’s favour and let us learn to place our favour in others—to see in them their good characteristics, gifts and talents, abilities, and
elevated spirit. Although today the circumstances of a spreading virus at times require us to cover with protective masks our mouths
and nostrils, but in God’s name, let us not close off our hearts to others! Let others see joy, love, and goodness in our eyes! Indeed,
in the midst of the challenges and trials of the pandemic, let us be heralds of Divine good will.

My wish is that, following the example of the Holy Family, our families be a place of mutual respect, love, and trust. I espe-
cially ask you, beloved parents, to foster a spirit of trust in your children, so that, when they encounter the challenges of this world,
they know that they can always count both on you and on our Lord God, who entrusted them into your care. At various stages of
your children’s growth, cultivate and build trust and mutual respect in joy, love, and patience. Be for them their first teachers of
profound faith, an example of fervent prayer, encourage them to serve their neighbour at an early age. Give the greatest of attention
to the time of transition from childhood to youth, take care that your children know how to distinguish between the false and the
authentic, between divine truth and diabolical falsehood. May your offspring know that not only you believe in them and are able to
see their future in realized talents and divine gifts, developed in their souls, but that our Lord God Himself believes in them and
calls on them to do His good works in the world.

And so, let us celebrate Christmas together! Wherever we may be, through mutual trust let us create today our own Bethle-
hem! Those who celebrate in their family circle—with sincere joy. Those who are compelled to be far from your loved ones—with
a sense of spiritual unity. Those who are able to come to church—with a profound experience of the feast’s solemnity and with love
for Christ who gives Himself to us as spiritual food as a sign that He believes in us. Those who participate in divine services
online—with a blessed longing for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Let each of us share our Christmas joy with one another—any
way we can! And may the traditional Ukrainian carol resound throughout.

Dear brothers and sisters! This festive day I express to you my trust and faith, that you yourselves intuitively sense how to
properly greet the newborn Saviour, and know how to share the joy of this encounter with those at your side. With Christ’s Nativi-
ty, I warmly greet you all: from East to West, from North to South—in Ukraine and abroad, on all the continents of the world. In a
special way, I unite myself to those who are sad or feel lonely, to all who labour far from home and precisely in this moment expe-
rience the absence of their loved ones and miss the warmth of the family home. I express my condolences to those families for
whom this year it is painful to sit at Christmas Eve supper, when at the table there is an empty seat, not long ago occupied by a fa-
ther or mother, husband or wife, brother or sister, son or daughter. With tearful eyes be joyful in the faith that today your loved ones
are celebrating in heaven. I share my Christmas joy with our elderly—grandmothers and grandfathers, and also with the needy. I
sincerely greet our soldiers on the front line—our pride. My thoughts fly to our prisoners of war and those held captive: in convey-
ing my Christmas greeting I encourage you to not lose spirit, for our Lord God Himself believes in you. I greet our children and
youth—our future, and wish that today your smile not leave your face, and that your joy be full.

From the bottom of my heart, I wish all of you the authentic joy of the children of God, a tasty kutia, a cheerful celebration of
Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, and blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the day of the all-praiseworthy Apostle Andrew the First-called
the 13th of December (30™ of November) in the 2021st Year of our Lord
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Bux. BA 21/354

PI3JIBSIHE ITOCJIAHHS
BJIA’KEHHIIIIOI'O CBATOCJIABA

BucokonpeocBsieHHUM apXHEMUCKONAM i MUTPOMOJIHTAM,
00ro/1100MBHUM E€NUCKONIAM, BCEYECHOMY A1yXOBEHCTBY,
Npenoio0HOMY MOHALIECTBY, BO3JII00JIEHMM OpaTaM i cecTpam,
B YKpaiHi Ta Ha moceJeHHSAX Yy CBiTi cymmum

Crasa na sucomax boay i na semai mup
moosam Hozo enodobanns! (Jlk. 2, 14).

Xpucroc Hapomuscs! Criasimo Moro!
Hopori B Xpucri!

CporonHi AIMTUMOCS 3 BAMU BEJIHUKOIO PAIICTIO, SIKY BIIEPIIE IPUITHIN 1 HEFO TTOAUTHIINCS HEBIIOMI BH(ICEMCHKI MacTyIII-
K, KOTpi repeOyBay Ha BiAKPUTOMY TOJIi Ta BHOYI YyBalii O CBOTO cTaxa. 3a po3moBinaro eBaHrenucra Jlyku, komum anren ['oc-
MOAHIHN 3’SBUBCS, TO X CIIEepIIy OTOpPHYB BENHKHH cTpax. Ta aHren mo Hux nmpomoBuB: «He Oilitech, 60 5 3Bimar0 BaM BEIHKY pa-
IiCTh, o Oyzae pamicTio Bcboro Hapoay: CroronHi HapoauBcs Bam y Micti JasumoBim Criacutens, BiH e Xpucroc [ocrons» (JIk.
2, 10-11). Biarak, no4yBIIM MOXBaJbHUHN CIIB aHTENbChKUX XOpiB «CinaBa Ha BUcoTax boryy, TMACTYIIKH OJMH OJTHOMY CKa3ajIu:
«XOILIM numens 10 Bugneemy Ta mogusiMcs Ha Ty nogiro, mo I'ocnoas 06'seuB Ham» (JIk. 2, 15). I minwm, 3uaiinum Mapito i Mo-
cuda 3 JIUTATKOM Ta, MOKJIOHMBUIMCH TM, MIILJIH po3n0131n1/1 THIITM mpo Icyca.

Pi3gBsana 61aroBicTh — 1€ CBATO NOBipH, — HOBIpH HE TUILKH MiX JIIOJBMH, a IepeayciM bora no moauau! Mu 9acto roso-
puMo mpo Hamry Bipy B bora, a Mano xomnu 3BepTaemo yBary Ha boxe BrnomobOanHs ctocoBHO Hac, Moro Bipy Ta noBipy 1o Hac. 'oc-
MOZb IOBIPHB IIEpIly 10Opy HOBHHY ITPO HApOoMmKeHHS boxoro JutaTy 3BMYaliHUM macTyxam, a 3r0/I0M ITOJUIMBCS CBOEIO €BaHIE-
JBCHKOIO OJIArOBICTIO 13 )KIHKaMHU-MHUPOHOCHIIIMH, pHOaIKaMH, MUTHHKAaMH — IIPOCTUMH 1 MaJIO KOMY BiIOMHMH JIFOJIbMH.

V Pisasi Xpuctosomy Hebechuii OTens nosipse noaaM cBoro eauHopoaHoro Cuna i bor crae moaunoro! AHrenschbkui
CHIB NPO «MHUp Ha 3emuli moasM Moro BrnogobaHHs» BKasye Ha Te, o bor 6aunth nronuny rigHoto Moro noBipu i BmomoOaHHS,
NPUXWIBHOCTI 1 OJaroBOJNIHHS (CaMme Tak JOCIIBHO INEPeKIaJaeThCsl TPELbKe MOHSATTS «EBIOKis»). BiH OaunTh Hac nobpumu i
BipUTH y Hac. BiH 0aunTh HAC HE TIJILKH TAKMMHU, SIKUM MU € CbOTOJIHI, CEpEe]] YCiX HAIIMX HEMOYeH 1 IPiXOBHOCTI, HAIIOT 0iu 1 po3-
ry6nenocti. Cun boxwuii 6aunts y Hac Cpiii O0Opa3, a BOILIOYYIOUHCH, IPHIMaE HaIlly JIOACEKY IIPUPOLY i B MAJICHBKOMY JUTATKY
BUMTh Hac Oauuth Moro camoro, Cracurens cpity. Croragarodu HAac SK IIOAEH CBOro OIaroBoniHHsA, BiH 6a4uTh HAC TaKMMH,
SKAMH MU MOXKEMO CTaTH 3a IOTMOMOroro cwi Horo Oraronari, momiOHO K JFOOIs9i OaThKM 0a4aTh y CBOI JUTHHI MailOyTHHOTO
TAJIAHOBUTOTO TIHCHMEHHHUKA YW XYHOKHHKA, JOOpY MaTip YH HDKHOTO i BiIMOBiTANBEHOTO OaThKa, MPOBIIHUKA HAPOAY YU HOTO
MOT'YTHBOT'O 3aXHCHUKA.

[Mocrats Boroponuii B oMy pi3iBIHOMY TalHCTBI YOCOOJIIOE Te JOBIp s, SKE JIOJMHA TOBUHHA IIEKaTH JI0 cBOro TBOp-
1 i Cnacurens y Bianosins Ha boxy noBipy no Hac. Maru Boxa, sika B X0JIOZHIH CTaeHIi TpuMae Ha pykax MalieHbkoro Icyca,
BUHTh HAC, 1[0 MH MOEMO i MOBUHHI J0BipsATH borosi Ta 6mxHbOMY, 60 cam ['ocrnoab nepmmuM Nos0OUB HAC i TOBIPUBCS HaM.
IIpuiimaroun cioBo apxanrena, Bona nae borosi mpoctip y BaacHoMy Tili, Jae MioMy CBOIO JIFOASHICTE — JIIOACHKY IIPUpoAy. Bin-
tak cB. Mocu, omikyn Icyca Ta Moro Marepi, nisHapmuce, mo Mapis BariTHa, Crepury JyMmae HOTalHKH [i Biamyctutu. Ta, komu
anren ["ocronHilt 3’ s1BUBCs oMy BBi cHi i1 ckazaB: «Mocude, cuny [dasuna, He Oiiick y3aTH Mapito, TBO XiHKY, 00 Te, mo B Hii
3agaiioch, NoXoauTs Big Cestoro Jyxa» (Mr. 1, 20), 4onoBik MOBipUB, TOBipHUBCs Borosi i 3po0OHB yce 3a BeNHHIM aHTela, OIpaB-
JaBInd ['0CIOIHIO TOBIPY /10 HHOTO.

Mu sxuBemo y CBITI, J1e HOBip’ﬂ He TUIBbKHU 3paHeHe, a i mepedyBae mij mocTiiiHoo aTakolo. Bennka kpusa I[OBipI/I Bi,uquHa
B pi3HHX C(bepax CYCHLJIBHOTO 1 HaBiTh LEPKOBHOTO XKHUTTs. 3a MOCEPEIHMITBOM HOBHX KOMYHIKaIliHHIX TEXHOJIOTiH MaHiIyJisiis
MPaBJIOIo, sIKa 1CHyBana B JIOACHKIH 10Top11 3aBXKIH, ChOTOJIHI HECEThCS 3 OJIMCKaBUYHOIO MIBUAKICTIO 1O BCil 3eMHiit Kym Mu Bxe
HE 3HAEMO, Y IO BIPUTH 1 KOMY JOBIpATH. Y HaIllili CBIOMOCTI yTBEp/XKYETHCS MEPEKOHAHHS, 10 HEMa Ha CBITI Hi IpaBnu, Hi
CIPaBeIMBOCTI, III0 Ha KOXXHOMY KpOIIi TiIbKKM 00MaH, OpexHs 1 KpyTiiicTBo.

Ls npamaTryHa cuTyanis 300paxeHna Ha ikoHi Piziea Xpucrosoro. 3nuii yX y BUIJI/I CTapIIOro Y0JIOBiKa Y BOJOCAHHMII
crniokynrae Mocunda, Hamararouuch BUKJIMKaTH B HHOTO CyMHIB m1o/10 Jutaru ta Moro Marepi. Hema doro 1iboMy qUBYBaTHCh, aJpke
JUSIBOJI, SIK O0aThKO OpexHi (mop. IB. 8, 44), Ha KOXKHOMY KpOIIi CTapaeThCs MOCISTH MiZ03pH i CyMHiB 1po boske 10 Hac GrmaroBoiH-
HS Ta Cpusie KOHQIIIKTaM MiX JIFOJJbMH Ha BCiX PiBHSAX, Y IPUBATHOMY, POJIUHHOMY Ta TPOMAaJCbKOMY XKHTTI.

CyvacHa manemis me Oinblie mocwimia Kpu3y JoBipu. OCKIIBKH Bipyc XOBAEThCS B JIIOJUHI, TO iHIIA 0coba € JjIs MeHe
MOTEHIIIHNM JDKEPEJIOM 3aXBOPIOBAHHSA 1 HaBiTh cMepTi. Lle BpoBapKye B JIIOACHKI CTOCYHKH €JIeMEHTH MiJ03pH, CTPaxy 1 BTedi.

Henosipoto nmo3HaueHe piBHO X HAllle CTABJIEHHS JIO0 CYCHUIBHHMX 1 Aep>KaBHUX IHCTHTYLiH. Pi3Hi KOchipaTHBHi YYTKA
1010 HEOE3NEKH BAKIMH MPOTH KOPOHABIPYCY HAKIIAZAIOTHCS HA 3arallbHONOLIMPEHY B HAIIOMY CYCIIIbCTBI HEJOBIPIUBICTE 10
BJIQJH 1 BUKIMKAIOTE Y JyIaX HAUIMX CIIBBITYM3HUKIB IIE OUiblIe 3aMilaHHs i TpHBOTY 3a maiiOyrue. Jlionw He BipsTh Biadi Ta
IHIIUM IHCTHTYIISIM, SIKI TTOKJIMKaHi JOATH Mpo 3araibHe 0Jaro i rpoMajIChbKe 370pOB’° S Ta HECTH 3a Iie BiIIOBiAaNbHICTE. MOXXIH-
BO, 3 OIJIATy Ha icTopito XX CTONITTS, HOCTPAASHCHKI KpaiHM MarOTh OiIbITy, HIX I1e MOXe OyTH B 1HIINX YacTHHAX CBITY, CXHJIb-
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HICTb HE JIOBIPATH JCPKABHUM IHCTHTYLLIsAM, TOMY JICTKO CTAIOTh KEPTBAMH Pi3HOTO POy MaHiIyJIsiiii i mponaraniy. 3pewroko, y
HOJITUYHO TIONSPH30BAHUX KpaiHax 3axiJIHOTO CBITY CiSIHHSI CTpaxy 1 HEIOBIpH TEXK CTa€ IHCTPYMEHTOM MOJiTHYHOT 60poThOu. I1po-
T€ CIiJI TaM’ATaTy, 110, KEPYIUNCh MPUHIUIIOM «HE BIPIO HIKOMY», MU 3aBXJH I'PA€EMO KOMYCh Ha PYKY, XTOCh BUKOPHCTOBYE HAIlle
po3uapyBaHHA UL AOCSTHEHHS BIAcHHUX Iined. Hemoipa pyliHye mroACBKi CTOCYHKH B ycix ctepax. Hemosipa pyitHye poauHy,
rpoMany, Hapoq i aepkaBy!

V BiAMOBiAb Ha IIi HAIII Cy4acHI CIIOKYCH HEAOBipH caM [ 0cIioIs IpUXOANTH, MO0 00 IBUTH MPaBIy i OOTOPHYTH HAC CBO-
€10 noBipoto. Y HaBewip’st Piznsa XpucroBoro mu ciBaemo: «3acsisiB Tu, Xpucre, 3 Jliu, sik xyxosHe Conue [IpaBau, i 30ps nosiBu-
na TebGe HeBHIUMOTrO, 110 BMIiCTUBCS y Bepremi. | mynpeniB npusiB Tu, mo06 nokiaonunucs ToOi; 3 Humu i Mu Tebe BenuuaeMo:
XKurrenasue, cnaBa To6i!» (Tponap Beuiphi). CsaTkyBatn Pi3nBo Xpucrose — ue nosipsta boxxomy Jlutsari, sike nomnae cMeprts i,
NpUIMaloyN JIIOACHKE JKUTTS, Hece B api cBoe boxke JKutta. Pi3aBo — 11e He sikack mo0osKHA Ka3Ka, a yHIKaJbHa B iCTOPIT MO, 110
CBimuUTh po 'ocmoane JOBip’s /10 MoIMHK. Bor BipuTh y cBOE CTBOPiHHA. BiH BipuTh y Hac GinblIe, HiXX MU BipEMO caMi B ce0e.

Uepes Bipy B bora, y Moro HapomkeHHS MiXK HaMH, BIIPOAIMO HOBip’s 10 JMroAwWHH, ska Moro mrykae! Bynmsmo mromgpmu
Boxxoro Brogo6aHHs 1 BUiMOCS BKJIaIaTH CBO€E BIIOIOOAHHS B IHITY JIIOAWHY — MOOAYUTH B Hill 10Opi pHcH, TapH i TaJaHTH, BMIiHHA 1
BUCOTY AyXy. X04 00CTaBHHH MOIINPEHHS Cy4acHOTO BIpyCy IEKOJIN BUMAararTh, OO MM NMPUKPHUBAIN 3aXMCHUMH MacKaMH HaIlli
ByCTa Ta Hi3/pi, aje, B iM’a boxe, He 3akpuBaiiMO CBOiX cepaelb nepen iHmmMu moapMu! JlaiiMo iM mobGauntu pagicts, 11000B i
no6poty B Hamux ovax! Came cepe BUKJIMKIB 1 BUIIPOOYBaHb MaHAeMil OyabpMo HocisiMu boxoro GiaroBosinHs!

Baxato, o6 Hami cim'T Oyim, Ha 3pa3ok [IpecBsaTol poauHu, MicieM B3aeMHOI MoIIaHy, J1t000Bi Ta 1oBipu. OcoOnmBoO mpo-
LIy Bac, JOpori 0aThKu, IUIEKATH JyXa JOBIp sl y CBOIX JiTeH, 100, KOJIH IX CHITKAalOTh BUKJIMKH IIbOTO CBITY, BOHH 3HAJH, 10 MO-
KYTh 3aBXKIH MOKJIAAaTUCS AK Ha Bac, Tak i Ha ['ocoma bora, skuit mopyuuB ix Bamriit omimi. Ha pi3HEX eramax 3pocTaHHS IiTeH
OepexiTh i OyayiiTe TOBipy Ta B3a€EMOIIOBAary B pagocCTi, JIIOOOBI i TeprenuBoCTi. ByapTe At HUX MepIIMMU BUUTEISIMH TTTHOOKOL
BipH, IIPHUKJIAOM IMIMPOI MOJIUTBH, 3a0X0UYHTE iX 3MaNeuKy A0 CIyXiHHS OmmkHpOoMy. HalinuipHINIy yBary 3BepTaiiTe Ha mepexii-
HUI Jac BiJ TUTHHCTBA 10 MOJIOAOCTI, moadanTe, o0 AiTH BMUIK BiIpi3HUTH (asbIINBE BiJ aBTCHTUYHOTO, boky mpaBay Bim mus-
BOJbChKOT OpexHi. Xail Ballli HaIlaKH 3HAIOTh, 110 HE TUILKK BH B HUX BIpHTE i 31aTHI 6auuTH iXHE MallbyTHE B peaslizoBaHMX Tajla-
HTax 1 po3KBITJIMX y ixXHiit aymi boxux napax, a mo cam ['ocnioas Bor y Hux BipuTh i kinde ix no tBopenHs Moro nobpux ain y
CBITI.

Otox cBsTkyiiMo PiznBo pasom! Xou 6u ne Mu Oyiii, TBOPIMO B3a€MHOIO JIOBIpOIO Haml cydacHuid Budueem! Xto cBaTkye
B CiMEHHOMY KOJIi — TO 31 OIMPOIO PAICTIO; XTO 3MYIICHUH OYTH JaleKo Bi PIAHUX — TO 3 BITIYTTAM QYXOBHOI €JHOCTi; XTO MO-
XK€ IPUITH 10 XpaMmy — TO 3 NIEPEKUBAHHAM CBSATOT YPOUHCTOCTI IIPa3HUKa Ta B I000BI 10 XPUCTa, SIKUH a€ ce0e HaM SIK JyXOBHY
MTOKUBY Ha 3HAK, MO BiH BipUTh y HAC; XTO Oepe YIacTh y CBATKOBHX OOTOCTYXIHHAX OHJIAHH — TO B OJIarocjIoBeHHi Ty3i 3a Opa-
TaMmu i cectpamu B XpucTi. [limiMocs ofHE 3 OJHUM Pi3ABSHOIO PaJicTIO — XTO K Moske! Xait CKpi3b JyHae TpaJuiiiHa YKpaiHChKa
Kossna!

Hopori 6partu i cectpu! LIpboro CBITKOBOTO JIHSI BUCIIOBJIIOI0 BaM CBOE JIOBIp s 1 BIpIO, 10 BU CaMi BiuyBaeTe, SIK I'iIHO 3y-
cTpiuaTi HoOBoHapomkeHoro Criaca, i BMi€Te JUTUTHCS PAAICTIO 1€l 3ycTpiyl 3 KOXKHUM, XTO € Topyd i3 Bamu. [3 PiznBom Xpucro-
BUM CEpJEYHO BIiTAIO Bac YCiX: BiJ| CXOMy /0 3aXO.y, BiJl MIBHOYI A0 MiBAHS — B YKpaiHi i Ha IMOCENEHHSX, Ha BCIX KOHTUHEHTAxX
cBiTy. OCOOTMBIM YHHOM €IHAIOCS 3 TUMH, XTO CYMY€ UM TIOYYBa€THCSA CAMOTHIM, 3 yCiMa, XTO Ha 3apOo0iTKax JaJleKo BiXl IOMY i
caMe Ii€l MHTI BidyBae Opak piTHHX i Teruia poanHHOI oceni. CriBYyBal0 THM POJUHAM, SIKUM IIBOTO POKY TSDKKO cimatu 10 CBAToi
Bedepi, 00 MPH CTOJI CTOITh MOPOKHE KPICI0, KOTPE e HeAaBHO OyII0 MiCIleM TaTa UM MaMH, YOJIOBiKa Y1 APYKUHH, OpaTa 4u cec-
TpH, CUHA 9H JoHI. Kpi3b ciibo3u paaiﬁTe 3 BIpOIO, 10 CHOTO/IHI Bl HAWJOPOXKUI CBATKYIOTb Y HEOI. Jlimocs; PI3ABSHOO PAIICTIO 3
HAIMMH CTAapLIIMK — Gabycsamu i Xixycsmu, a Takoxk 3 yciMa norpeGyrounmu. Iupo Bitaro HAmmx BiHCHKOBMX Ha (GPOHTI — Ha-
11y ropicts. JIMHy JyMKOIO 10 IIOJIOHEHHX i YB’S3HCHHX: NIEPEKa3yIOUH Pi3/IBAHI BITAHH:, 320X04YI0 BAC HE 3aHENA/ATH 1yXOM, 60
y Bac Biputh caM ['ocrions bor. Bitaro miteii i Mosionp — Hare MaiiOyTHe, 1 0axaro Bam, 00 ChOTO/IHI yCMIIlIKa HE CXO/AMIa 3 Ba-
[IMX YCT, 00 BaIa pagicTs Oylia MOBHA.

Binx muporo ceprs 6akaro BCIM BaM CIIPaBKHBOI pagocTi mitedt boxux, cMagHOi KyTi, Becenux cBAT PizngBa XpucroBoro Ta
IIaCJIMBOTO, MUPHOTO 1 0J1aroCcIOBEHHOTO HOBOT'O POKY!

Xpucroc Hapoauscsi! Cnasimo Horo!

/) )
i LCLhoaad
4 BVIATOSLAV

Jano B Kuesi,
npu [atpiapmomy cobopi Bockpecinns Xpucrtosoro,
y neHb CBSITOro BcexBainbHOTO anoctona Auapis [lepo3BanHoro,
13 rpymas (30 mucromana) 2021 poxy Bosxoro
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Christmas Pastoral of the Ukrainian Catholic Hierarchy of the USA

“Rejoice, O heavens, and be glad, O earth, and shout for joy, ye mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and hath had
mercy on them that are oppressed” (Isaiah 49:13).

This prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled at Christmas — on the day the Messiah, our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, was born.
More than 2,000 years have passed since God came to be among us, and although the chronological distance increases with each
passing year, the significance, triumph, and experience of this most joyous moment in the history of salvation remains the same as it
was on Christmas Eve. It is today that “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). In the incarnation of the Son of God, people received the image of the
invisible God the Father and His Word, who was always God before the creation of the world and became man (John 1: 1-2) to make
us good, pure, and beloved children of Heavenly Father once again.

The coming of Christ into the world is such a great testimony and proof of God’s love for us because no creature has re-
ceived such an honor and care for its salvation as did the human race. God extended his mercy not because of our merits, but out of
God’s great mercy. Jesus did not come to give us a new or improved law of morality, because it had already been given to us through
Moses and our conscience serves as a guardian to monitor how well we fulfill it. Jesus did not come to work miracles, heal the sick,
or raise the dead, because the Old Testament prophets did. Jesus became man not to bring us any temporary prosperity and satisfac-
tion of all our earthly desires and needs, because he himself did not have it — he was born in a poor nativity scene, lacked many of
our daily comforts, experienced cold, hunger, abuse, and humiliation.

The reason for the coming of the Son of God is the complete renewal of the human race through the grace of God. He want-
ed to uncover the original beauty and value of man, which we had at the creation of the world, and, unfortunately, lost through sin.
As He Himself said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick” (Luke 5:31). He is the wonderful Doctor of the human
nature Who heals and helps us to leave behind our attachment to sin and dependency on everything that is material, and make us
think about Gospel message, values and principles that truly matter. He came to establish here the Kingdom of Heaven, where peace,
not strife, reigns; love is present, not hatred; truth prevails, not lies; mercy and compassion are common, not selfishness and indiffer-
ence. The practical implementation of these values and virtues radically changes the state and quality of human existence for better —
spiritually enriched. God’s presence, His peace and grace are really felt. A person becomes the Human Being that the Lord has called
and wants him or her to be. .

God is with us and He is among us! Among the many difficult circumstances of today — the coronavirus epidemic, political
and economic crises, instability, declining material quality of life, tension and the constant threat of large-scale war in our beloved
Ukraine by Russia, force us to rethink the guiding principles and values of our lives. At this point we begin to understand infinite
wisdom of God’s law and love for us. His love is already manifested in Jesus’ invitation, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

So, let’s come to Christ — let’s go with our hearts, thoughts, and prayers to the poor stable of Bethlehem. Let us imagine the
Baby Jesus lying in the hay, laughing, and holding out his arms, ready to hug us, calm us down, comfort us, encourage us and give us
joy. And we will find true happiness there. As St. Augustine said, “our hearts are restless until they rest in You, Lord”. We will expe-
rience. So, let’s come to Christ — let’s go with our hearts, thoughts, and prayers to the poor stable of Bethlehem. Let us imagine the
Baby Jesus lying in the hay, laughing, and holding out his arms, ready to hug us, calm us down, comfort us, encourage us and give us
joy. And we will find true happiness there. As St. Augustine said, “our hearts are restless until they rest in You, Lord”. We will expe-
rience the fullness of feelings and the high point of human experience while in the presence of the Lord God Himself.

The beauty of Christ’s Nativity stems from the simplicity of Christmas Eve, — deprived of all human splendor, but rich in
special awareness and conviction that God is truly with us.

In these bright and joyful days of Christmas, we wish you all to feel the peace and tranquility of the night of Bethlehem and
the joy of the coming of the Messiah, the Savior of the world, praised by many angelic choirs, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2: 14). Being filled with this joy and grace in our hearts, let us share it with our neighbors,
especially with the sick, those who are neglected, in need of attention and support. Let us be kind and generous, wishing everyone to
have enough of earthly good things and God’s grace. Let us sing carols loudly and everywhere, thus, announcing the coming of

Christ the Savior to us!
May the newborn Baby Jesus bless you, your families, and communities this Christmas and every day!

Christ was born! Praise Him!

+Borys Gudziak
Archbishop of Philadelphia
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States
+Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM Eparch of Stamford
+Benedict Aleksiychuk
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago
+ Bohdan J. Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma
+Andriy Rabiy Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia (author)
rpyness, 2021 poxy bosxoro
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PizaBsine Ilactupcbke Ilociiannsa €EnuckoniB Ykpaincbkoi KaTtoaunbkoi
HepxBu B Cnoayuennx lHItarax Amepuku

“Jluxyiime, Hebeca, paodylics, 3emie, 2yKaiime geceo, 8u, 2opu, 60 I'ocnods ymiwue csiil 1100 i 3MUI0CepOUBCs HAO 1020 NpucHide-
numu” (Icas 49:13)

e mpopourso Icai cmoBamiocs y Pizaei — npuxoxi Mecii, Ciacurens i 'ocnoga mamoro Icyca Xpucta. Bxxe monan 2000
POKIB MHHYJIO 3 TOTO 4dacy sk bor mpwmiimos, mo6 OyTH mocepen Hac, i, Xo4a XpOHOJIOTIYHA BiICTaHb 301IBIIYETHCS 3 KOXKHUM PO-
KOM, 3HAYCHHS, TOPKECTBO Ta MEPEKUTTS JIIOACTBOM L€l HalpalicHINIOT MUTI B iCTOPIi CMACIHHS 3aJIMIIAETHCS TAKUM SIK OyJIO y
nepiry Pizaesay Hiu. Came cporoaHi “ClioBo cTalio TUIOM, 1 OCETHIOCS MiXK HaMH, 1 MU ClIaBy Horo 6ayuin — cinaBy €JHMHOPOIHO-
ro Big Otug, 6gar0ﬂaTTm Ta ictuHOI crioBHeHOro” (IBan 1:14). V BomnouenHi boskoro CuHa mroau oTpuManu o0pa3 HEBUIAUMOTO
Bora-Otus Ta Moro Crnosa, sikuii 3aBxau 0yB borowm 1ie nepen corBopeHHsM CBiTY 1 ctaBcs yosoBikoM (IBan 1:1-2), mo0u Hac 3HO-
BY 3p00OUTH JOOPUMHE, YHCTUMH Ta yitoOneHuMu AiTbMu HeGecroro OTis.

[puxix Xpucra y CBIT € BETUKUM CBIAUYCHHAM Ta T0Ka3oM boxoi mo0oBi 10 Hac, 00 jKOJHE COTBOPIHHSA HE CIOIOOMIOCS
Takol yBaru Ta TypOOTH SK JIOACHKHU DiJ 1 HE depe3 Halll 3aciyrd, a 3 BenudesHoro boxoro mmmocepns. Icyc mpuiimos He mis
TOTO, IIOOM MaTH HaM HOBHIl a00 MOKpAIIeHui 3aK0oH Mopaiti, 00 BiH Bxke OyB maHMid HaM uepe3 Motlices, 1 Hala COBICTh € BapToO-
BUii, IO MUJIBHYE, HACKUIBKH 100pe MU HOro CroBHAEMO. Icyc He MPUIIIOB pOOUTH Yy/a, 3UIIATH XBOPUX Ta BOCKPELIATH TIOMEp-
nux, 00 1 mpopoku Craporo 3aBiTy ne pobwiau. Icyc cTaB JIFOOUHOIO 1 HE Ui TOrO, IIOOM MPUHECTH HAM NEBHHUN JTOYaCHUU
0OpOOYT Ta 3a/I0BOJICHHS YCIX HAuX noTped, 60 HaBiTh CaM 1IbOTO HE MaB — HaApOJMBCA y OiHOMY BepTeri, oMy OpakyBajo
0araThboX HalIMX MOBCSIKACHHHUX 3pYYHOCTEH, IEPEXKUBAB XOJIO, FOJIOJI, HAPYTY 1 3HEBAru.

[MpuunHoto npuxoxy boxxoro CuHa € MOBHE OHOBJICHHS JIFOJCEKOTO POy depe3 Onmaroats boxy, o0 mokasartu nepBHHHY
Kpacy i IiHHICTh JIOAWHY, SIKY MU MaJld TIPA COTBOPEHHI CBITY, Ta, Ha JKaib, BTpaTmid depe3 rpix. Sk Cam ckazaB, “He 37J0pPOBi IMO-
TpeOyroTh mikaps, a Hexyxi” (JIk. 5:31), Icyc € uynecHnm JlikapeMm JOACHKOT IPUPOIH, KU BIJTIKOBYE Ta TI030aBIISIE€ HAC 3aJICK-
HOCTI BiJf TpiXa Ta MaTepialbHOTO, i Oaxae, 00 MU TyMaJH MMPO CHACiHHA, JyXOBHI IIHHOCTI Ta IACIWBY Bi4HICTh. BiH npwuiimos,
o6u 3akiactu TyT Hebeche IlapcTBo, fe maHylOTh MHp, a He p036paT n000B, @ HE HCHABHCTD; npapia, a He OpexXHs; MUTOCEPISI
Ta CHIBYYTTS, a HE CaMOJIO0CTBO i 6a1/1,uy>1<1cn) [MpakTHyHe BTiICHHS LUX HpI/IHL[I/IHIB KapJIUHAIBHO 3MIHIOE CTaH Ta SIKICTh JIFOJICh-
Koro OyTTs. boka IpUCYTHICTB, Horo MHUD 1 0JIaroaTh peansbHO BIAYYBAIOTHCS, 1 JIIOAMHA cTae JIFoauHOW, K00 ["ocmons ii moKIu-
KaB.

Bor € 3 mamu i mocepen Hac! baraTo ckiamgHUX 00CTaBHH CHOTOJCHHS — €ITiIeMisl KOPOHABIPYCY, MOJMITHYHI Ta EKOHOMIYHI
KpHU3H, HeCTaOUIbHICTh, 3HIDKEHHSI MaTepialbHOI SKOCTI XKUTTS, HAIlpyTa Ta TMOCTiHA 3arpo3a MacITaOHOI BiHM B HamIiil mo0iit
VYxpaini 3 60ky Pocii —3MymIytoTs HaC MEPEOCMUCIUTH MPUHIMIIK Ta MIHHOCTI HAIIOTO JKUTTS JO Temep i 30arHyTH Oe3MexHy
Mmyapicte boxxoro 3akony i boxy mo6oB. List m000B BusiBIIsiEThCS Bke y 3anpouieHHi Icyca, “Ilpuiinite 1o MeHe, Bci BToMiIeHi Ta
00TsDKeHI, 1 51 obnermry Bac” (Mt. 11:28).

OTOX, X0HIMO 10 XpHCTa — JIMHBMO CEPIIeM, TyMKaMHU Ta MOJIMTBOO 70 011HOT BudaeeMcrkol cracuku. YsiBiMo JIUTATKO
Icycuka, KUl JICKHUTh Ha CiHI, CMIETHCS 1 MIJIO MPOCTSATa€ PYyYKH, IIOOH OOIMHSATH HAC, 3aCIIOKOITH, MOTIIIMTH, OOHAMISITA 1 1aTH
HaMm pajicth. | My 3HaiineMo Tam mpaBauBe mAcTs, 00 ‘“HECHOKiiHe Halle ceplle, MOKU He crounHe y Tobi, ['ocmomn™ (cB. ABry-
CcTHH). MU BiA4y€MO MOBHOTY IOYYTTIB 1 aroreil JIIOACHKOTO MEPEXUTTA JIMIIE Y Halii nmpucyTHOCTI nepen camuM ['ocrionom bo-
TOM.

Kpaca Xpucrosoro Pizasa BumimBae 3 nmpoctotu Pi3nBsiHOT HOYi, T030aBiIeHOI BCAKOI JIFOJICHKOT po3KoIi, aje 6araroi Ha
0co0JIMBE YCBIJOMIICHHS Ta TIEPEKOHAHHS, 1110 bor mpaBauBo € 3 HamMH.

VY wi cBiTii Ta pajicHi aHI Pi3nBsHUX CBAT GaykaeMo yCiM BaM BiI4yTH MHD i CIIOKii Budieemcpkoi HOUI Ta pagicTh Mpuxo-
ny Mecii, CnacuTtesst cBiTy, sSKuii OCHiByBaJ'II/I YHCJIEHHI aHTeNbChKi XopH, “CnaBa B BHIIHIX bory, 1 Ha 3emii Mup, B Jrosx Onaro-
BoutiHHS (JIk 2:14). Matoun 110 pafgicTs i 6JaroiaTh y HaIINX cepusx, HOAUTIMCS HUMHU 3 HAlIUMH OJIMXKHIMH, OCOOJIMBO 3 XBOPH-
MH, IIOTPEOYIOYMMH YBArH 1 MIATPUMKH. ByIbMO 0OPOSHHIMBAMH 1 IIEAPHMH, OakarodH yCiM MaTH y JOCTATKy J03eMHHX 1i0p Ta
Boxxoi 6maroxati. KomxsayiiMo roiocHo i ycronu, CioBimarouu mpo npuxig Xpucra Cracurens 1o Hac!

Hexaii HoBoHapomkeHe [utsatko Icyc 6marociosutsh Bac, Baii poauHu Ta CIIbHOTH 115OTO Pi3/1Ba Ta KOXXHOTO JHS!

Xpucroc Hapoauscs! Cinasivo HMoro!

+Bopuc I'yazsak
Mutpononut Ykpaincskoi Katonuupkoi Lepksu y CILIA
Apxwuenuckon Pinaxensdiicbkuit
+IIpeocBsimennuii [TaBjao Xomuunbkuii, HCBB
€muckon Cremdopacskoi enapxii
+IIpeocBsimennuii Benequkr AJiekciiiuyk
€nuckon Ynkaszpkoi enapxii cearoro Mukosnas
+IIpeocBsimennuii bornan lanuniao
€muckon ITapMcbKoi enapxii cesroro Mocagara
+IIpeocBsamennuii Anapii Pa6iii (aBTop)
€nuckon-Ilomigank @inagensdificbkuii
rpynens, 2021 poky boxoro
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Bip cgOro imeni Ta imeni 0. Boraana, 0.auaAk. Mapka, npayigHHKIB
napadii GeaToro Hocnna Ta IlapadiaasHa papa Baxkaemo gam

EAAIOCAOBEHHOIO Ta PaAiCHOro PizARa Ta WLaCAHBOrO
Hogoro poky!
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On hehalf of myself, Fr Bohdan, Fr. Dn. Marko, St Joseph Parish
staff and the Parish Gouncil we wish you a hlessed and
joyful Ghristmas and a Happy New Year!

o MEHF
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