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CANDLES FOR MAy 2021

Memorial Candles

*In loving memory of Luba Palahniuk &
Maria Durbak

* In loving memory of Wasyl Palahniuk &
Bohdan Durbak
Perpetual Oil Lamp

*In loving memory of Nat & Dorothy
Zabianka (Eleanor)
Lady of Hoshiw Shrine

* Good health and blessings for Viktoria
Levchenko

* Health for Michael , Jane Ricky & Adam
* Mother of God Shrine

* In loving memory of Dackiw, Crowhurst,
Barnas and Zubrycky Families (L Zubrycky)
* Health and blessings for Iryna Bozhak

Iconostas Icon Vigil

Christ the Teacher

*Strength for grandmothers raising
grandchildren

%k

Mother of God

*In loving memory of Grandmother,
Martha Mehal (Vera Gojewycz)
*

St. Joseph the Betrothed

*@Good health and Easter Blessings for
Lorraine Zubrucky (Patrick)

*

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

*Health and Peace for Ed as he starts

cancer treatment

%k

Our Lady of Protection

* Blessings for Mae Kuzma, Barbara
Gawaluch, Xenia Kuzma (George & Diane)
%k
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INTENTIONS

SUN, MAY 2°—SUNDAY OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN WOMAN (G)

PASCHA —THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ())

8:00 aM - Pray for the seniors of the parish/Spirit of St Joseph
9:30 aM — Pray for all parishioners and shut-ins of the parish
11:30 Am —Pray for the youth of the parish

MON, MAY 3 — REPOSE OF VENERABLE THEODOSIUS (6)

BRIGHT MONDAY ())

9:00 am - Health for Ruslan, Sofia, Andrij, Iryna, Yurij, Natalia, Petro,
Myroslav; In memory: +Helen Kopystynsky, 40th day (Family)

6:30 pMm - Pray for the shut-ins and seniors of the parish

TUES, MAY 4™ — MARTYR PELAGIA (6)

BRIGHT TUESDAY ()

9:00 aM - Pray for our clergy

6:30 pm - Health for Oleksandra, Ivan, Myroslava, Andrij, Emilia,
Vitalij, Halyna, Anastasia, Polina, Rostyslav

WED, MAY 5™ - GREAT-MARTYR IRENE (6)

BRIGHT WEDNESDAY (J)

9:00 am - Health for Joseph, Maria, Yaroslav, Omelian, Yevhenia,
Volodymyr, Sofia, Matrona, Vasyl; In remembrance of Wasyl Palahniuk
& Bohdan Durbak

6:30 pMm -Moleben to the Mother of God

THURS, MAY 6™ -HOLY, JUST & LONG SUFFERING JOB (G)

BRIGHT THURSDAY; GREAT MARTYR GEORGE (1)
9:00 aAM - In memory: + Mykhailo 1st year
6:30 pM - Moleben to the Mother of God

FRI,MAY 7™ - MARTYR ACASIUS (G)

BRIGHT FRIDAY ())

9:00 aM - Pray for those struggling with their faith
6:30 pM - Moleben to the Mother of God

SAT, MAY 8™ — APOSTLE & EVANGELIST JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN (G)

BRIGHT SATURDAY (J)

9:00 Am - Special intention for the parish volunteers

In memory: +Nadia lyr, +Yaroslav, +Pavlo, +Yaroslav, +Bohdan,
+Vitalij, +Sviatoslav, +Mykhailo, +Kateryna, +Ivan, +Anastasiia, +Serhij,
+Halyna, +Omelian, +Halyna, +Maria, +Aneli, +Stepan, +Taras, +Olha,
+Lavrentia, +Stepan, +Petro, +Lubov, +Petro, +Oleh, +Maryn, & +family,
+Maria (novoprystavlena), +Stepan, +Hanna,+Yevhen, +Mykhailo1-year;
Daria 1yr, +Dmytro, +Nadia, +Yurij, +Malanka, +Paraska, +Petro, +Petro,
+Ivan, +tHanna, +Maria, +Joseph, +Maria, +Petro, +Yaroslava, +Yaroslav,
+Yurij, +Maria, +Joseph, +Bohdan, +Luba, +Nadia , +Olena, +Mykhailo-
Mykola, +Yaroslav, +Yeva, +Olha, +Hryhorij, +Yeva, +Petro, +Nadia

Intentions continued on page 2
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Intentions continued from page 7

+Paraskevia, +Oleksandr, +Ivan, +Anna, +Hanna’ +Natalia,
+Yelena, +Aleksandr, +Nadiya, +Viktor, +Yevhenia, +Zoya,
+Tamara, +Dmytro, +Bohdan, +Natalie, + Mykola, + Natalka
5:00 pm - Vespers with Divine Liturgy

SUN, MAY 8™ —SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
TRANSFER OF THE RELICS OF ST NICHOLAS FROM MYRA T0 BARI (G)

THOMAS SUNDAY())

8:00 Am - Pray for the seniors of the parish
9:30 aM — Pray for the sick & shut-ins
11:30 aM —Pray for the youth

HEAUIA HIHOK-MUPOHOCULLb

v Hpyroi wHemimi micias Benukomus mu
BIIAHOBYEMO  IaM ATh  CIMOX  HaWCMUIHMBIUX 1
HalBiIAaHimMX >KiHOK B icropii HoBoro 3amiTy. Mmu
0araTo 3Ha€MO MpPO JBAHAAUATH ArOCTONIB XPHUCTa, aje
He Jiy’ke 00i3HaHi 3 iCTOpi€r0 MPo JKiHOK-MUPOHOCHIIb, SKi
HE MeHII, HDK cami
arocToy, 6ynn BijaHi
Crnacurenesi. Boan Oymu
pa3om 3 Icycom, Ko BiH
BUTOJIOITYBaB CBOE
MOCTIaHHS PO CHACiHHA,
BOHH OynH 3 HUM, KOJIA
BiH imoB Ha [onrody.
Came mi XKIHKY TPHATILTA

MOpPOIIOMAa3aTu roro
CBSTE T1J1O, 100
[IPUTOTYBAaTH J10
noxoBaHHa. Ocb Yomy
LlepkBa  iXx  HasuBae
JKIHKaMH-
MUPOHOCULISIMH.

Hemoxmugo cobi ysaBuTH
OUTBII XBUITFOIOUUX CIIIB,
HDK, Ti, 3  SKUMH
3BEpHYBCSI AHIrel 10 HUX
OiJI TIOPOXKHBOTO T'PolYy:
«Bin  Bockpec HE
mykaire iioro tyt!». Lli
CJIOBa OIOBIJAIOTh HaM
po 3aKiHYEeHHS
TEMPSBH, BIULYIOTh TIPO CBITAHOK HOBOIO JHS, IO
IPOOMBAETLCS KPi3h TEMpSBY BIKiB, sKa MOTJIMHYJA BCi
TBOPIHHS TIiCJIA HaaiHHA AJlama i €BI/I Bnarosimaroun
PO BOCKpPECiHHA XPpHUCTa, AHTEJ MPOTOJIONIYE MIEPEMOTY
Xpucra, HOBOI'O AIIAMA, Hax cmepTio, Ha sKy
NPUPIK JFOACTBO cTapuit Anam. ToM, mpo KOro rosopuin
IPOPOKH, MPUIIIOB. BHAC/IIIOK HOro CMepTi Ha XpecTi,
BIH YBIHLIOB Yy 3a6op0HeH1 TIHOWHE BIYHOI TEMpSIBH,
3HHILYIOYH BOPOTA MEKIIa, HOTo 3aMKH 1 pyWHYIOYH HOTO
3B’SA3KH.

Came wni Tpu KiHKM OyiaM NEPUIMMH, XTO
mo0aymB, 110 XPUCTOC BOCKPEC 13 MEPTBUX. [X HA3UBAIOTh
«MUPOHOCHLISIMU» IIIe W TOMy, IO BOHM HIIIM abu
MHUpOBAaTH Tio Icyca maxyduMu ONisiMA Yy HEIUTIo
(«MupoO» 3 TpEIbKOl O3HAYAE  «COJIOJKA  OJIIsD»).
€BaHrenucT Mapko NepenoBifae mpo IHUX >KIHOK, IO,
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KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:

: Irene Szymanskyj, Joel Kwasigroch,

: Riley Nolan, Chuck Tumblestone

: Johanna Riznyk, Olga Melnyk, Lucille :
: Maryniw, John Masley, Laura, Sean Patterson, Ma-
:ria Lojuk, Rosalee, Anna Hajduk, Mark Lawrin, :
:Marta Stadnyk, Josephine Bereza, Reed Meers- :
:man, Irena & John Skrypnyk, Mary Papinko, :
:Ruslan, Max & Valentina Laurtaire, Fr. Michael :
: Bliszcz; members of Spirit of St Joseph; Nurses, :
: Doctors, First Responders, and our clergy

SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN

The Second Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to
the memory of seven of the most dedicated and courageous
women of the New Testament. We know a great deal
about the Twelve Apostles of Christ, but we know very
little about the Myrrh-Bearing Women who
were devoted to Christ equally as much as the
Apostles themselves. They were with Jesus as
He preached the message of Salvation. They
were with Him when He was taken down from
Calvary. It was these women who came to
anoint His Sacred Body and prepare it for buri-
al. This is why the Church refers to them as
the “Myrrh-Bearing Women.” No more thrill-
ing words can be imagined than those of the
angel to these women at the empty tomb: “He
is risen - He is not here.” These words herald
the end of a terrible darkness, they signal the
dawn of a new glorious day, which breaks
through a “night of centuries” that had en-
gulfed all creation after the fall of Adam and
Eve. Announcing the Resurrection of Christ,
the angel proclaims the victory of Christ, the
NEW ADAM, over death, to which humanity
had been sold into by the old Adam. He Who
had been promised has come. Through His
death on the Cross He entered into the forbid-
den depths of locks and breaking its bonds.

These three women were the first to discover that Je-
sus had been raised from the dead. These women are
known as the “myrrh-bearing” women because their pur-
pose in coming to the tomb on Sunday was to anoint Jesus
with perfumed oils (“Myron” in Greek means “sweet 0il”).
Even though the Evangelist Saint Mark says of these wom-
en, when they discovered the empty tomb, that “because of
their great fear, they said nothing to anyone” (Luke 16:8).
Luke, however, says that they reported the news to the
Eleven and Matthew asserts that they “ran to carry the
good news to His disciples” (28:8). The Liturgy also pic-
tures these holy women as the heralds of the Resurrection,
following the command of the angel at the tomb: “Run and
proclaim to the world the Lord rose, putting death to death
— He is the Son of God Who saves mankind” (Hypokoe
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«IPUHAIIOBIIM [0 TpoOy 1 He MOOAYMBIIM TaM HIKOro, HaJsIKaHi,
BOHH HE MOTJIM IPOMOBHTH Hi cioBay (JIyka 16:8). [Ipote, cB. Jlyka,
IHILE, 10 BOHU PO3MOBUIM HOBUHM OJMHAIUATHOM, a CB. MarTBiil
3alleBHSAE, M0 BOHHM TOOIrTM po3moBicTH N00py HOBUHY Horo
yudsm» (Martgiid 28:8). V Jlityprii mi cBATi XiHKM (PirypyroTh sK
MIpOBICHUIII BockpeciHHs, sSKi MOCHIIIIA BUKOHATH Haka3 AHrena
l'ocniomaworo 6inst rpoly: «Bunnte rpoOHI meiaeHn, 61KITh 1 CBITOBI
IPOLOBIAYHTE, 10 BocTas I'ocions, sIkuil yMEPTBUB CMEPTh, BIH 60
€ Cun bora, mo cmacae pin moncekui» (Imakoir BockpecHoi
YTpeni). TOMy, icTopisi TIMX JKIHOK, I iCTOpis Bl,I[KpI/ITTH i
nporoyiomeHHs. Boun BUsBUIM A7 ce6e o XpUCTOC KUBUH i
[ovyaay IMOMIUPIOBATH I N0OpI HOBMHM IIJIOMY CBITOBi, CIEpILy
PO3IOBIBIIN ATIOCTOJIAM.

[opoky, y Benukoanio HEAiN0O, MU 1Ie pa3 BiATBOPIOEMO
BUSBJICHHS TIOPOKHBOTO IPOOY TOJI, KOJM 3a0HPAaEMO TIALIAHUIIIO
IO BiBTaps 1 BHIOJIOIIYEMO, CHIBAalOYM: «XPHCTOC BOCKpecC 13
meptBux!». Koan Mu mpoxoauMo MpoLECi€r0 HABKOJIO LEPKBU, MU
CTa€MO TUMHU IKIHKAMU-MUPOHOCHLUSIMH, 1 IOBCPHYBIIHCH 1O
LEpKBH, 0a4nMo, 10 Ipid MOPOXKHIH, a 1ina HEKPBa HANOBHUIACK
CBITJIOM. (DaKTI/I‘{HO kokHa boxectenna Jlityprin - e
Bi/ITBOPEHHS TOTO CaMOr0 BHABJEHHA 1 TporosouieHHs. Koxuoi
JliTyprii Mu DOCBiAYy€eMO XHBOro XpHUCTa 1 BiAUyBaEMO, IO BiH —
nocepe;:[ Hac. Ilig dac HiTypri'l' Bacunis Benmukoro mm uyemo:

..KOJM BH icTe X6 i m’eTe 3 wmi€i Yamri, BU NPOrOJIOIIYETE MO0
CMepTB 1 Bu3HaeTe Moe Bockpecinusy. J'hTyprlﬂ € aKTOM BIpH, SIK MU
BXe I1e Ui ceOe 3’sCyBany y HeAlIbHOMY €BaHrelnii Ipo HEBIPHOTO
Tomy. JliTypris — 1e cBOro poAy NpPOTOJOUICHHS J00poi HOBUHH
mpo Xpwucra. ['pi6 XpuctoBuid cTaB MOYATKOM IIHOTO PaaiCHOTO
MOCJIaHHS, SIKe HE MOXKHa TpuUMartu B TaeMHuui. JloOpy HOBUHY Y
Jlityprii, mpo Te, MmO XpHCTOC € >XUBUU IOCEpPEa HAC, TEX
HEMOXIMBO TPUXOBaTH. MU MNPHUXOJUMO [0 IEpKBH, 100
MIPOCIIABIIATH KUBOTO bora, 1 SKII0 1Ie cTaHe MoJaTKoM AJsl Hac, bor
TNPOHUKHE y HAIIe JKUTTA, a e 3MIHHUTh YBECh CBIT. BusiBieHHS i
IPOTOJIONIEHHS OB’ A3aHi y XPUCTOBOMY OCTaHHBOMY MOCIIAHHI JI0
anoctoniB: «Tox 1Tk, 1 HABYITH BCl HAPOAM, XPeCTS4H iX B IM's
Ortu, i Cuna, 1 CBaroro [lyxa, HaBuarouu ix 30epiratu Bce Te, 1o S
BaM 3amoBiB. | oTo, S mepebyBatuMy 3 BaMH HOBCSKICHHO aX [0
KiHms Biky! Amiae» (Martsiii 28:19-20).

Ane 3 miel icTopii PHUTYaJIbHOTO MHUPOBaHHS HAIIOTO
locriona MoKHA TIOYEPNHYTH TIMOmME ypok. I[lpuiimosmm 10
rpo0y ['ocnomHboro, KIHKM-MUPOHOCHUII  33/ICK/IApyBald  aKT
7000BI 1 BIpH, HE3BAKAKOYM HA HAJ3YCHUILIS, aJKE KaMiHb 3aCTYIHB
BXi/l 10 medepu. Y HAIIOMY JKUTTI TE€X 4YacTO KOTAThCS KaMEHi:
YacoM BOHM CIAIOKOTh Hallll HaIii 10 T3, 1 HaM 371a€ThCs, IO
CMepTh nepemMarae Hac. [IpoTe TakuM BOHO 1 €, HALIE KUTTS, TOMIX
KOPOTKMMH IHTEPNIOJISIMA IIACTS. BEIMKOAHBROTO paHKY IKIHKH
BiJINIpaBUIIMCS B JIOpOTY, 100 BiJyIaTH OCTAaHHIO INaHy 1 JI00OB
IcycoBi. Odikytoun, mo mnoOadaTe Horo Oe3MWXaHHWUM, BOHH
NPUHECIH OO, 100 HATEPTH HOro Tino. AJe, NPHUIALIOBLIN,
100aYMIIM BETMYE3HUH KaMiHb Oijisl BXOIy 10 Tpo0y i CIiuTaiu OjiHa
B 0/1HOI: «XTO X HaM KaMiHb BiIKOTUTH Bix BXoxy?». Toil kamiHb —
1e BioOpakeHHst 0araThOX MEPenIKo/l, 0 TPAIJISIOTECS y HALIOMY
JKHTTI 1 OJIOKYFOT BXiJl 10 MaOYTHLOTO: € KAMEHI Tpixa, XBOPOOH,
JKaJI0, CAMOTHOCTI 1 Hacamrepes — cmepti. Sk komuck cB. Ilasio,
MU BUTYKY€EMO: «XTO MEHE 3BUILHUTH Bijl CMEPTHOTO Tijia?».

Mu ymMaemMo npo BeNMUe3Hi KaMeHi, 1110 CTOSITh Ha HAIOMY
LUISIXY: PO3KAIOBaHHS 3a Hallli BYNHKH B MHUHYJIOMY; HETEBHICTb,
ska My4YHTb HAaC y TENEPIUIHBOMY 1 CTpaxu 1po MailOyTHE, w10
MaHYIOTh y HAIIMX CEPISX — 1 MU KPUYUMO: «XTO BiJIKOTHTH TOH
KaMiHb? XTO 3BUIBHUTH MeHe?» Mu JymaeMo 0po Hamry
HEBIJIIOBITHICTh, HECTIPOMOXHICTD JIOCSATATH IOCTABIICHI 3aBIaHHS
y KHTTI, Haln cnabKocTi y MOMEHT CIOKYCH, i Mu Onaraemo: «Jle
MeHI B3sTH cuiay 1 Bomo? XTO BIiIKOTUTh TOW KamiHb? XTo
3BUIBHUTB MeHe?» Mu 3rajyemo Hawi rpixu, JoOpl BYMHKH, sKi
MOIJIM  3po0WTH, ane HEe 3poOWIM, JIONEH, AKX MM
BUKOPHCTOBYBAIM 4i 00pasuiy i, 3My4eHi BiJl JOKOPIB CyMIIHHS,
KpUYUMO: «XTO BIAKOTUTH TOU KaMiHE? XTO 3BUTbHUTE MeHe?». Mu
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from Paschal Matins). The story of these women,
then, is one of discovery and proclamation. They
discovered that Christ is truly alive and began to
spread this good news to the whole world by
reporting to the Apostles.

On Easter Sunday, we reenact this discovery
of the empty tomb by removing the plaschanitza
(shroud) from the Tomb to the Altar, and we
proclaimed this discovery by singing: “Christ is
risen from the dead!” We, then, become the
Myrrh-Bearing Women as we process around the
church and arrive back to find the tomb of Christ
is indeed empty, and the entire church is filled
with light. In fact, every Divine Liturgy is a
reenactment of this same discovery and procla-
mation. At every Liturgy, we see again in faith
that Christ is alive and that He is with us. The
Liturgy of Saint Basil expresses this: “as often as
you eat this bread and drink this cup you pro-
claim My death; you profess My Resurrection.”
The Liturgy is an act of faith, as we found out in
hearing the Gospel of St. Thomas Sunday last
week. The Liturgy is also the proclamation of the
good news of Christ. The tomb of Christ was the
starting point for a message of such great joy that
it could not be kept a secret. The good news of
the Liturgy that Christ is with us cannot be kept
hidden either. We come to the church to worship
the living God, but with this worship as the start-
ing point, the life of God reaches out and affects
the whole world. Discovery and proclamation
are linked in Christ’s last message to His Apos-
tles: “I am with you always, even until the end of
the world...go and make disciples of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew
28: 19-20).

But there is a deeper lesson to be learned
from the Myrrh-Bearing Women who came to
perform a ceremonial anointing for our Lord.
Through this act of faith and love, they ap-
proached the Lord’s tomb considering the great
efforts of gaining access to the inside, for the
entry was covered by a large stone. Life, in gen-
eral, rolls stones: it buries hopes and dreams, and
it seems that death defeats us. This is what
makes up life in between short interludes of hap-
piness. On Pascha morning, the women were on
their way to perform the last work of mercy and
love for Jesus. Expecting to find Him lifeless,
they come to anoint His body with spices. Wor-
rying about the large stone at the entrance of the
tomb, “they were saying to one another, ‘Who
will roll away the stone for us from the door of
the tomb?’” The great stone sealing the tomb
of Jesus impresses us, for we, too, meet with
many formidable “stones” in life; stones that
block the doorway to the future: the stones of
sin, sickness, sorrow, loneliness and, ultimately,
death. Like St. Paul, we cry out: “Who will de-
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JIyMaeMo TIPO CMePTh, OCTAHHBOT'O BOPOTa, BIACHUH TPio... 1
KaMiHb, SKHHA KONHCh OyZe Ha HHOMY 1 3HOBY KPHUHMO:
«XTO BIAKOTUTH TOH KamiHb? XTO 3BUIBHUTH MEHE BIJ
CMEPHOTO Tija?y.

Ocpk yomMy HaMm ToTpiOHa Hamra Bipa, 00 BOHa Jae
HaM BIIGBHEHICTh, 10 OYIb-SKUH KaMiHb, SIKHH MOXKeE
3’SBUTHCS y HAIIOMY JKWTTi, MO>KHA mmononatu. Tinpku Bin
onuH € Tiew opororo, IIpasnoro i XKutram. Bin €naunnii
MO’K€ 3BUTLHUTH HAC BiJ HAIIMX CTPaXiB — MOXE 3PYIIUTH
KaMiHb 1 3BIILHUTH Hac. bararo paziB Mu 6aunmo, sk Icyc €
VB’ SI3HEHUH Y HaIINX TyIaX, TaK caMmo SIK BiH OyB Y CBOEMY
rpo6i. Mu Hamaraemocs BiIKOTUTH KaMiHb, IO JISKHUTh Ha
[UIAXY, aJie He MOYKeMO 3HAWTH Hi CHITH, Hi MOKJIHBOCTI. Mu
0aunMMo, 110 HEBEJIMYKA 3MiHA Y HAIIOMY JKHMTTI HE 3/aTHa
3pyMIUTH KaMmidb. ToMy, IS DbOTO HaM TOTPiIOHO IILTHA
«3eMJIeTpyc», Takuil sk Anren ['ocrionHii Oinst TpoOy TOro
panky Ilacxu: moTpiOHa paguKalbHa 3MiHA Y HAIIUX CEPLSX,
mo0 AaTh MOMIJIHMBICTH TPOIICHHIO, J000BI 1 cum Icyca
Xpucra 3pocTu nocepen Hac. [cyc BcTaHe i3 MEpTBUX y MEHi
TITBKK TOi, KOJH JIFOJMHA, SIKOIO s OyB/Oyna, MPUIHHUATH
CBO€E iICHYBaHHs1 acTh IIAHC HA ICHYBAaHHS HOBIW JIFOJUHI —
CMEpTH 1 MepepOKEHHS € He0OXiMHNMH y iboMy. [louyiimo
cioBa Anrena ['ocmogHBOro, KOMW IIYKATUMEMO HAIIOTO
Crnacurens mocepen mepreux: «He Oiditeca! Bu mykaere
Icyca 3 Hasapera, mo O0yB posm’situit. Bin Bockpec! Moro
Hemae Tyt! IIpuiALiTE 1 NOAMBITBHCA, 1€ BOHH MOJOKUIH
Horo. Tpwuiinimo no i#oro I'poly, SIK >KiHKU-MHUPOHOCHII],

BTIIIAIMOCS CJIaBOIO Bockpecinns TI'ocmogHBOTO,
MEPEeMOTOI0 HAaJl CMEPTI0 1 CKaXiMO OAWH OJHOMY:
«Xpuctoc Bockpec!». bo came uyepe3 Xpucrose

BockpeciHHS HaM BiIKPHBA€ThCS PO3YMIHHS TOTO, IO HE
icHye KaMeHs y HalIOMY >KMTTi, SKMi Ou He MOXHA OyIo
3pYIIUTH, SKIOIO JHIOIe MM Jo3BosuMo Momy Oytm
NPUCYTHIM Yy HaIlIOMY XHTTi, IapyBaTH JIIOOOB 1 BECTH HAc
T0 )KUTTEBOMY LIISAXY. ¢

liver me from the body of this death?”

We think of the huge stones that stand in our way:
the regrets for the way we have acted in the past; the un-
certainties which plague us at this present moment and
the fears that are in our hearts concerning the things to
come - and we cry out: “WHO WILL ROLL AWAY
THIS STONE? WHO WILL DELIVER ME?” We think
of our inadequacies, our inability to measure up to the
tasks of life and our weakness in the times of temptation
and we plead: “Where can I get the power, the strength,
WHO WILL ROLL AWAY THIS STONE? WHO
WILL DELIVER ME?” We think of our sins, of the
good that we failed to do, the persons that we have ex-
ploited and hurt; and tortured by remorse, we cry out:
“WHO WILL ROLL AWAY THIS STONE? WHO
WILL DELIVER ME?” We think of death, the last ene-
my, and of our own tomb... the stone that will be some-
day placed on it and we cry out: “Who will roll back the
stone? Who will deliver me from the body of this
death?”

This is where our faith carries us and offers us assur-
ances beyond any block such as a great big stone can be
in our lives. There is One Who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. There is One Who can free us from our
fears - Who can move the stone and deliver us! Many
times, we find that Jesus becomes imprisoned within our
souls just as He was in the tomb. We try to roll back the
stone blocking the way but we cannot find the strength
nor the ability. We find that a slight readjustment of our
lives doesn’t even move it a slight bit. Sometimes, we
need the violent earthquake of the Angel at the tomb of
our Lord on that first Pascha morning: a radical change
of heart in our lives is needed to allow the forgiveness,
love, and strength of Jesus Christ to arise within us. Jesus
rises from the dead in me ONLY IF the human person
that [ was ceases to exist giving way to a new person - a
death and a re-birth are both necessary and needed. May
we hear the words of the Angel of the Lord when we
seek our Lord among the dead: “Do not be afraid! You
seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. HE IS RIS-
EN! HE IS NOT HERE! Come see the place where they
laid Him. Let us, like the Myrrh-Bearing Women ap-
proaching the Lord’s tomb, bask in the glory of our
Lord’s Resurrection and trampling down of death, and
exclaim to each other, CHRIST IS RISEN!, for it is
through Christ’s Resurrection that we are reminded that
there is no stone too big in our lives that cannot be rolled
away through His presence, love, and guiding hand. ¢
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